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make great blunders.” You have, in the 
preſent inſtance, confirmed this obſervation. - | 
I do not know that I ever undertook any 
work more unwillingly, than the writing f 
my Diſſertation on Singing, not becauſe I am 
doubtful whether the practice can be fairly 
ſupported; but for ſeveral other reaſons, 
which need not now be mentioned. Being 
perſuaded, however, that duty called me _ 
to it, I oppoſed my inclination; and put a 
few plain things together, as they, at that 
time, aroſe in my own mind, which, 1 
thought, might place the ſubject in an eaſy 
0 and profitable lilhgeeeeeafe. $65: 
| Although the publication of your Serious 
Thoughts was the cauſe of my writing on 
the objec, yet it was by no means, my _ 
chief defign to anſwer what you had written. 
I only intended to take notice of what ap- 
| peared to me argumentative in your piece; 
and to interſperſe remarks on that, with my 
own thoughts on the ſubje&t,. And I wrgte _ 
in the diſſertation form, as that appeared to 
me leaſt inimical to you; and not ſo likely 
to hurt your feelings by treating you as an 
antagoniſt, It appeared to me that your 
Serious Thoughts laid a foundation for vain 
Jangling, which I wiſhed to avoid; and 1 
am ſorry to obſerve that your late Reply ap- 
- me directly calculated to anſwer the ſame 
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brevity, be quite paſſed over in ſilence. 


and a great number of other little "def- 
picable things, far beneath the regard ff 
any thing that wears the ſhape of a man, 
ſhall ' be as though they had never been. 
But there are ſome other things on which 
juſtice to myfelf, to our readers, and to the 
ſubje&, requires me to animadvert, though 
they have no immediate relation to the point 
in queſtion, What relates to the ſubje&, 
and may be conſidered as argumentative, 1 
reſerve to the next letter. And with regard. _ 
to the whole, I appeal to all who know wWhat 
they read, and have any underſtanding f 
the rules of diſputation, or of decency, 
whether you have not laid yourſelf open in 
a very uncommon degree, in many places 
which I entirely paſs over; and of which ! 
might otherwiſe avail myſelf to expoſe you, 
if that were my inclination. When I ſpeak. 
thus, I refer to 40th your performances.“ 
»The contents of this letter, I am ſenſible, has no 
neceſſary connection with the queſtion in hand, be- 
tween Mr. B, and me, nor do they prove that _ IS 
A : - | | '' 92 
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tains many curious articles, and which 


I doubt not, afforded conſiderable entertain=, __ 
ment to no ſmall number of your readers. 
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12 The: limits 1 have 3 now v preeribedts, F 8 | 
5 55 include your title page, which con- 


Some of theſe require preſent: attention. 


You call your performance a Reply to my 
Diſſertation. But ought: not a replier to 


conſider the arguments of his. opponentz, 
and either to acknowledge 


whole now ſubmitted to the conſideration of 


the Chriſtian world at e Why, Sir 4 


the force, or 
prove the futility of thoſe arguments? Can 
you imagine that any impartial. man will 
admit that you have done this? Tou call it 
te A candid and friendh reply: but do you 
think your readers will call it ſo? << The: 


S 84 f 


B's h fis is erroneous: bot every inte $1. 
B's hypotheſis is © the neceſſity of very, to iſo 2 
my own character, as well as that of multitudes, © 
from the aſperſions implied in my friend's infinua-' _ 
tions, as well as to excite caution in the unwary! 


reader, Nothing but a conviction of their wk me 
in this view, could, I think, have prevailed with 
to. undertake fo diſagreeable a taſk. But things o 


this ſort ought, by no means, to be mingled wi 4 


argument. I have therefore given them a place here 
by themſelves, that the reader might not be diverted, 
or any other way improperly influenced, when he comes 


to the ſubje& in diſpute. Every man of underftanding 


muſt obſerve, that I have left many unbecoming parts | | 
of Mr. B's performance unnoticed; and my con- 


ſcience bears me witneſs, that if it had been conſiſtent 
with a due regard for truth, I ſhould, be 1 * co- 


Wann of a 5 


is nod ee eee SH; A 
ar, man read and conſider At r 
your's! aid miner hk lane che honour da 
travel Over any 'C Aer adi 
Chriflian world. Do- you mean 14 
invite the whole Chriſtian world to read it, 
and challenge them to anſwen it Suffer: us 
not to have ſuch an idea of your modeſty 


Why theſe more than other 
becauſe: they ate ſuch, and ought to act 
conſiſtentiy. For by; this ſame Nen e in 
appears they ought to rengunce all uman. 
authority in matters of Cheiſtian faith and 
worſhip, or otherwiſe, return to the . 
of the national church. This ſuppoſes that: 


the Proteſtant Diflenters do. nrafeſſedly. prac» 
ground of: hum autho-; 


tiſe ſingin on the 
rity, And is it a fa#; Sir, that the Pro»? 
teſtant Digenters practiſe ſinging on this 
ground? If it be a fact, why, do you οj / 
front them with ſoripture? So fan as ang 
man profeſſes to act on this principle, he 
has no buſineſs with ſcripture, either! to? 
vindicate or refute: him. And. if the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters do not profeſs to- ſing on 
this ground, is the imputation iran ore 
theſe: words: equitable ? Would it be 
inſinuate that you act from human aut . 
when you plead: the authority of both then, 
Old and New Teſtament in favour of your” 
ae . 
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More eſpecially Proteſtant: Diſſenters. 
people? Why, 
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1 111 not, ae to weg + hank | 
ö of Mat. vii. 12. Again, By which it 
appears, they ought to renounce all human! | 
authority, &c.”* By which what, Sir? by 
which reply, to be ſure. By what part of it? 
I cannot find 1 thing like ſuch an appears) 
ance in any page of your Reply, nor ſo much 
as a hint a — it. Certainly, you forgor 
the deſign of your book, as ſoon as you had 
written the title page. But I omit the reſt, 
and venture to put it down as my private 
opinion, that your title page, and your con- 
temptible puff to the publir in the page fol- 
lowing, compoſe one of the completeſt 
pieces of folly and abuſe, which: has been 
; Produced in ſo ſhort a ee HER in che 1 
1 ſent age. e ; 

I thank you, Sir, for your eee : 
tion of my Conſſtent Chriſtian. As the miſ- 
takes made in your quotations from that 
piece are poſſibly owing to your printer's! _ 
negligence; I only ſay, I wiſh he had taken 
more care. With your uſual generoſity of 
temper, you frequently hold up that piece 
to my view. I ſhould be ſorry to find that 
1 any candid and friendly man has reaſon to 
: W complain of my deviation from it, on this 5 
or any other ſubject. 

' You begin your “ Candid and Friendly 
Reply,” at p. 9. and in the four following. 
pages, as well as frequently afterwards, . 
you throw out ſlurs and inſinuations hardly. 

conſiſtent 
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to take notice 'of all the 3 Hot of. 
little uſe to ourſelves, or our readers. In 
p. 14, 15. however, you come direct! 
home, and charge me with ſpeaking againſt 
you— with injuſtice, — unfairneſs, —refolu- 
tion to expoſe you, —and even untruth; 
which, to be ſure, are heavy charges; ande 
if well founded, nahi N reſentment | 
you have manifeſted. _* re 
Now, Sir, the proper way, as 1 bestes * 
to vindicate myſelf fully from theſe charges, 
would be to tranſcribe many pages of 'your 
Serious 7. boug bis, and the few lines which 
you have cited from my Diſſertation; and, as 
there are ſo very few who read with attention 
and underſtanding, to reaſon upon them, 
and demonſtrate the juſtneſs of my bins 
from the current a of your Serious 
Thoughts. But ſo much of this ſtuff would 
be an intolerable affront to the intelligent 
reader. I muſt therefore ſubmit, and 1 do 
cheerfully ſubmit to ſtand at the bar of the 
public, and to abide by their deciſion. If 
much of the language of your Serious 
Thoughts be not what I have repreſented" it, 
I fall, and I fall juſtly; for ſuch 1 fil! 
aſſert it to be; and I appeal to all ey 
men for the truth of it. e 
. To tell me that theſe things e never dame 
into your heart,” Sir, is to do nothing. 1 
did not write about your beart, but your 
4 5 boot; 
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am to be 1 erg « « Hove you! ever — | 
[nn ſay you, to be the man you have 
ented me to be?” Why, Sir, what 
kind of man have I repreſented you to be? 
I did not repreſent you as a man; but as a 
writer. The hints I dropped did not re- 
ſpect the man, but his performance. 1 
never mentioned you as a man, but with 
expreſſions of eſteem and reſpect. 1 ſpoke 
| of the © hoary head found in the way of 
1 a hteouſneſs;?” which is one of the nobleſt 
characters. This I applied to you; and 
this I firmly- believe you deſerve. 1 called 
# you © my aged friend, (p. 15.) a venerable 
1 man, (p. 28.) an aged miniſter of Chriſt, 
and a good gentleman, (p. 45.) Theſe, with 
ſome lighter and more indirect expreſſions 
of eſteem, (p. 28. 42.) were, 1 ee all 
which I ſaid about you. | 
- I confeſs, I deteſt the manner of your 
writing, without any regard to the ſubſect; 
Fi for I ſhould: have viewed it in the fame 
* | nes and thought it a ſcandal to the cauſe 
of truth, had I believed the things you 
have written, as I do not. Yet I value and 
eſteem you as a man; and in this view, 
mould be aſhamed- to ſpeak of write one 
word to your diſadvantage. Nor am I fin» 
_ in my cenſures. I think all the intel- 
igent part of my acquaintance, who have 
given me their opinion, are of the ſame 


Joe. 
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when 1 confi 


Cw) 


d ent wich myſel 
den ct u N rare 
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ſame light. Witneſs p. 74 of your Reply. 
I can, with great ſincerity, aſſure you, 
that a regard for your age and character, a 
fear of hurting your mind, and an unwil- 


ſelf have met with others, who ſee it in be bs” 


lingneſs to expoſe you, were among tds 


reaſons of my reluctance to write on fing- 


ing. Had your Serious Thoughts been written | 


by a young _ 1 rate, ee _—_ 
thought it my duty, in hopes o ng 

to others as well 10 himſelf, while 1 0 
his vanity, to have treated him with: 


freedom; and to have chaſtiſed his 1 Io” 
idered who was the author, 1 
thought 1 it ſufficient gently to i intimate, Was nt 


per degree of ſeverity. 


lence witk a 


we were not entirely void of ſenſations. 
I happened to intimate that you had calle, 


. 5 O. * Lou 


g names. (Diſſ. 
proof of this. (Repl P- 2505 Your de- 
mand is certainly ver ry Eſt For to utter 
a ſyllable to the diſadvantage of another, 
| without being able and ready to authenti- 
_ cate the fact reſerred to, is not to be er- 
cuſed. What do you think then, Sir, * 
the following expreſſions? * Growin erory | 
© will-worſhip; ſinging the words 
or poetioal men; a cottering f 


0 


error of aner the chains of ſee. ba 
As . En, 


pitied 


ed our practice of ſiaging by = 


# e ww. HEH 

me F "F: 
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. . a 
<« diſobedience ; ear-pleaſing ſinging; newer. 
< invented way of ſinging; ee g error:; 


« e forms of ſinging! ** downr 


« new invented exerciſe; mal ſervice; 
<<, {cri grime? way of ſinging; a ſhameful - 
ec and diſhonourable cuſtom; new inven- 


« tion; a glaring unſcriptural practice, Kc. 


Serious Thoughts, Pe. 5, I I's: a 23s 245 29. 
333 35> 37» 38, 42,435 46. 


Now, Sir, pleaſe to Gander that ou = a q 


were only opening the e 
had previouſly proved nothing attempted 
nothing —yourſelf were the only aggreſſor | 
 —you write againſt a practice held ſacred 
by all the Chriſtian world in all ages, a 
very few excepted ; ſo few, that they ſcarcely 

bear any compariſon to the whole—again 


a practice held ſacred by the greate — 


beſt of men of all, parties, and of all 
deſcriptions. Conſider this, and then ſay, 


|; 


if there be any great beauty in theſe ex- 


preſſions. I readily grant that you have a 
right to vindicate your own practices and 
ſentiments as well as all other men ; and, it 
you pleaſe you have a right to. oppoſe all 
mankind, and to ſet yp yourſelf as dictator 
to « that great community the Chriſtian 


 . world.” But, ſurely, pate you be the 
man, and unleſs wiſdom ſhall die with you, 


a little modeſty becomes you: and a little 


conlicderation oma have convinced you, that 
1 n Fü OOTY 8 


« os 
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them. „ INS — tu 1k 47 fy 8 1 AT rips . f 5 

J endeavoured, as I thought, not to f- 
fend you in writing my Diſſertation; and 
therefore omitted a great many things, the 
mention of which might have had that 


tendency. Tet it ſeeg 


* = 1 £ : . 7 . as © 
sI have had the. 


mis fortune to offend you exceedingly, even 


89 # 


to ſuch a degree, as you intimate, (p- 18.) 
that I cannot, in preſent circumſtances, 


be indulged with the honour of ſhaking 
you by the hand. Lou do me the pleaſure, 
however, to propoſe an expedient, and 


thereby to inform me that you are not quite 


this inſtance of condeſcenſionj. But I, am 
ſtill embarraſſed, The price of your friends 


ſhip is too high. I cannot poſſibly reach it. 
It is not in my power to wipe of what 


you call „ the aſperſions which I have ſg 
liberally caſt upon you.“ As I am very 


ſure that the hints I dropped were founded 


in truth, and not at all proportioned to the 
blame you deſerved, I cannot retract them, 
leſt all thinking men, as well as my own. 


conſcience, ſhould. condemn. me. Still, 


however, 1 am ,encour aged to hope 97 0 


8 


you are not my enemy. I truſt, Sir, 


ſhall never be capable of lighting the 
friendſhip of any good man,—But you wall. 
« return good for evil.“ Nay, here, Sir, 
you overdo it. I muſt now entreat you. to. 
1 e kl, * _ "2,7, Exon 
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1 cannot accept ſo great 2 favour as priſe 
from any man living. If wp will faivly - 
ve, before the 14 of t world, that 
have done you any evil, 1 do, in this pub 
lic manner, promiſe to make you all 1 
ſatisfaction in my power, and e 
beg your pardon for the reſt. But 
ſcorn the meannefs, and 1 hate the 8 
of * N good for evil.“ To be quite 
free, Sir, however I eſteem” ou in other 
reſpects, I ſincerely deſpiſe this propoſal; 
and, in this one view, 1 ſincerely eps 
| the man who was capable of making it. 
In p. 17. you call upon me to prove four 
things, But what authority haye you, Sir, 
to make this demand? Did I ever aſſert 
theſe four things? Who gave you a right 
to demand from me the proof of what I 
never aſſerted ? You pay me high compli- 
ments on the © ſtrong and forcible, argu- 
ments contained in my other publications.“ 
But if any one ſhould chooſe to attack me 
in your manner, on other ſubjects, he would 
ſoon prove me to be weak enough. He 
has only to bully; inſtead of reaſoning; to 
ſubſtitute banter and brow-beating f e 
ument; to paſs over my reaſonings 5 
0 ch they be) and ſay, theſe © are not 
worth my notice; this is nothing to the 
e ; that proves nothing; and ſo on. _ 
e Can as part of an aaa = 
e 


the 1 1 goo then apply. the raſh” 4 


reading of your D and. in dort from 


comes within the limits preſeibed to this 


of no validity.“ It is a ſufficient 9 


examined my arguments (it they deſerve 
that name) and demonſtrated the invalidity ' | 
of them, the public will probably be able 
to judge between us to more 


arguments, there are thoſe, who think dif- 
ſetently from you in this article; and I be 
Wer. unleſs you convinee them of the To 

af, . 4 


to a l different from that to 3 


ſo begin to. talk Wut at dilemmas, aud 


wrong 


the world is able to- ſtand er weg- 


pons, and ſuch warriors as theſe? How far 
this is juſt, will appear from the careful. 


the following pages. 
Another paſſage of your. Reph, pt 


epiſtle, is in p. ag, 30. You tell me, 1 
« encourage and plead for that, which the 
great head of the church has no Where ne 
manded ; ſo that all I have ſaid hitherto ia 


to this to- obſerve, that when. you have 


3 
At gs, your readers ſee that: moſt of 
my arguments are not only unanſwered, 
but even untouched; and therefore this 
obſervation is rather premature. 
«I think you lay 
ſerved ;reproof.” As to the validity of I 


— 


ſides of the queſtion; and who in E 


Lou add, | 
yourſelf under ſome. de- | 
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trary, they will continue to differ from y uw,” 
This, however, is a point to be ſettled, 
when you have examined what I have ſaic 6 
on the ſubjects in queſtion. But why de- 
ſerved reproof, Sir? Admitting you are in 
the right, do people deſerve reproof for being 
miſtaken; or for propagating what they be- 
lieve to be truth? If perſons deſerve re- 
proof from others for being miſtaken, then 
all men will deſerve reproof one of ano- 
ther; for we all think one another miſtaken; 
1 and therefore; if you be right in this ex- 
preſſion, we may all begin to reprove one 
1 another; and the whole world, without the 


1 exception of a ſingle individual, muſt be 
engaged in broils and quarrels. af I deſerve 
1 reproof, however, you certainly deſerve 


commendation for paying me what is my 

due ſo liberally as you have done, But 
why, I venture to enquire again, why de- 
 ferve reproof? Are we returned to Rome? 

Who has placed you, Sir, in the chair of 
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þ his Holineſs, to reprove thoſe, who, in 
j your opinion, are miſtaken? To talk of 
any man deſerving Oy becauſe he 
{ | propagates what he believes to be right, 
9 however miſtaken, is to ſtrike at the root 
1 of the Proteſtant cauſe, and to attempt the 
1 eſtabliſhment of that deſtructive Principle, 
4 which is the very baſis of popery. If 1 


deſerve reproof from you, I deſerve, on the 
ſame principle, the . or the fire of 
| Smith= 7 
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iichGtld, ann obe ei 
2 can he produced to evince, that _ 
any man deſerves reproof for publiſhing his 
religious nene! which will not equallß 
vindicate and ſanctify all the fines and the 
impriſonments, the racks and the various 
tortures, the fires and the faggots the halt - 
ers and the gibbets:and every other dia- 
bolical invention which has been uſed to 
oppoſe the truth, and to ſuppreſs liberty of 
of conſcience from the creation of the: 
world to the preſent in 5 0; bawolts 
This ſeems to be à proper place totale“ 
notice of the conſequences which you. aſfert, 
(p. 62.) reſults from admitting, that ouht 
way of ſinging is right. Then“ ſay y _ 
“ all of us who do not ſing in your man- 
ner, muſt certainly be rer and daring 
ſinners againſt him who 1 — 5 of kings, 
and Lord of lords.“ poſe the 1 
truth of this, what has — oli Wich the 
argument? But where is the truth of it? ſʒ;? 
Are all miſtaken perſons bold and daring 
ſinners? You know the principle, Sir, from 
which you wrote this, and many other parts 
1 your Rephy. But to examine that is not 
my ood A word is enoug. 
1 do aſſure you, I am already heartily: 93 
tired of trailing after you in this dirty chan- 
nel. Your late performance would ſupply! 
matter of this ſort, to fill a large volume. 
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that you have thought it prop r,, 15 


my profaneneſs to the world; as one who. ” 
cc. eme, eating blood; and ene e 
' care, with your Aua dexterity; / to placecit/ 
W in the moſt conſpicuous ſituation, by rei 
ſerving it for your poſtſcript: your motive 
here alſo have undoubtedly been long nee 
conjectured” by your readers; but theſe are 
nothing to me. I have nothing to do with: 
the; hearts of men. 1 may; however, | be 
allowed to exculpate myſel from the charge 
of ſuch heinous crimes; ſo far as truth will 
permit. It is well known, and I — 
think you cannot be ignorant of it, chat 
L. both am, and, fince I made a profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, to the beſt of my remem=" 
brance, always have been, | as) cautious of: 
eating blood as you yourſelf, though from 
a very different principle. The principle on: 
which J abſtain; from it, is contained in 
Rom. xiv. 13-22. At the! ſame: time, k 
think a regard for truth requires' me to ob- 
ſerve, that it is my opinion the eating of 
blood cannot be proved to. be een 
and abſolutely forbidden. | 
I conclude, by declaring, that while 1 
take no pleaſure in this idle ſquabble, I 
impute eee to neg detga! in you; 
F leave every th f this. kind to him, 
whoſe prerognties is it is; Whether your ine 
e are een preguttiouegt, 
or 
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425 * 
or whether you are a Nd in ſome bad hend, 


1 is beſt known to yourſelf. I pity your caſes... 1 
ot I very ſenſibly feel for you, and Gincerely. \ oY 
vin you. well, 1 earneſtly: wiſh, that you, © © 
| and the handful of — Who abet youu.tr: 
opinion, may conſider the importance of... 
that intereſt which is almoſt dead among Uh 
you, and of that precious goſpel, which. _ 
| alone can preſerve it: from total deſfructionß 
i and recover the yigour and credit off it * 
and that you and may emp 


time and abilities for that a 10 Ss. : 
purpoſe. I do aſſure you further, that. 
though ſhaking you by the 4 is a fa 
too great for ſuch a culprit as L am t. oh. 
tain; yet my hand, heart, and hoyle as, 

always at your ſervice, open for youỹj 
ception, and e fe give: cen 17 
proofs, ene . F 
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am extremely ſorry to find myſelf under 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of appearing®* 
againſt you in the field of | controverſy as 4 
direct antagoniſt, I earneſtly wiſhed to- 
avoid it; and in my diſſertation on ſingitg,” 
_ notwithſtanding your challenges, I ended 
 voured' to avoid it as much as poſſible,” ' 
_ conſiſtently with maintaining a proper re- 
gard for ſacred truth. I therefore endea- 
voured to ſtate my views of the ſubje& as 
inoffenſively as 1 could, only taking notice 
of what you had written, as it were, by the 
bye. This, I apprehend, clearly appears 
to every obſervant reader of our pieces, 
You have now thought it proper to make 
your attack directly upon me, as you did 
in your former piece on all who practiſe 
ſinging in public worſhip, As we are not, 
in this world, to have the choice of our 
own pleaſures and croſſes, I ſubmit, and 
take the ground you have aſſigned me, ſo 
far as appears to me neceſſary, to vindicate 
what I aſſuredly believe is the cauſe of 
truth. la my former letter, I have 7 
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a few paſſages out of a great many, in 
which your addreſs, and manner of treating 
an adverſary, appear to me hi ghly . repre- 
henſible. For liberty of conſcience in pro- 
pagating truth, is no licence to abuſe one 
another, or for any man to inſult. his fellow- 


creatures. I am/now, in a few inſtances, 


to conſider your manner of .treating the. 
ſullect. pa . l wi ,, te OT, | 
Your Reply begins at p. 9. where yo 


4 


confeſs with me, that ** ſinging. the praiſes - 


of God is plainly and frequently recom» 


mended in the ſacred ſcriptures,” ( And, 


what then?“ You enquire, I anſwer, no» 
thing but what is there aſſerted, Tou ſaw. 
I meant nothing more, than to prove this. 
one point by expreſs ſcripture, I did not 
here attempt to prove it a part of public. 


worſhip,z and therefore to, oppoſe that ide, 


in this place, is a manifeſt improprigty.,- 
To talk of * drawing arguments from the 
Old Teſtament,” is on two accounts unfair. 
—Becauſe I here drew no argument at all 
and the texts I had quoted were from the 


New Teſtament, as well as the Old, | 
clear and expreſs. 


| 


Having adduced this | 
evidence in favour. of ſinging, from both 
the Old and New Teſtament, I enquired, 
(Dif, p. 11.) © Is it not the duty of thoſe 
who oppoſe it, to ſhew. where it is, abro- 
gated, and where the bleſſed God has ap- 


Pons it to be laid aſide f 4 You anſwer, 


* 
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n Wes 
*& No: I think not.“ But I think you ate 
certainly miſtaken. Singing is an ordinance 
of both the Old and New Teſtament} eir- 
' cumciſion is only an Old Teftament inſtitu. 
tion. But now, ſuppoſe a Jew were to 
argue in favour of circumciſion, and Jew» | 
'Iſh ritesz would not vou think it neceffary | 
to ſhew him that theſe were peculiar to the 
| Nik caconomy, and are therefore to be 
laid afide at the commencement of Chriſ- 
tianity? Certainly you would. And thus 
we teaſon in every fimilar caſe. Every It» 
ſtitution continues in force till the time 
when the inſtitutor appointed that it ſhould 
ceaſe, No man can ſafely omit what God 
has appointed as a duty, unleſs he can ew 
that the appointment is now of no force. 
As to the manner of ſinging which you go 
on to ſpeak of, you here Few that was not 
the matter in queſtion. ' I had particularly | 
mentioned it only three lines before, to 
| 3 the blunder you have made. (See 
Diſſ. p. 10, 11. Reply, p. 15, 16.) If we 
wiſh * to prove that we ought. to ſing,” 
how can we do it more fully than by pro- 
ducing the expreſs commands of both Teſ- 
taments? Tenquired, 2dly, * Whether it is 
more becoming a Chriſtian to perform it as 
well as he can, than paſs it over in neg- 
le?” I think,” you reply, „it is much 
better not to do a thing, than not to do it 
' according to the will of God.“ I anſwer; 
. Os ſinging: 
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ſingi ia riftly pianjolagdi h/; [the bleed "0 
God; himſelf, U under the law and the 
goſpel. This 1 had 8 The en- 
reis were beſore your eyes... No- 
thing can 8 the neglect of ir, 
unleſs we can ſhew that the inſtitutions is not 
now an) free. ! This, I believe; no man can 
do. It ſthereſere certain]y bahowes e 
Christian ct c perform it a8 well ds he can. 
Lou and others have frequently mw 
ſinging. | in divine | worſhip 4s pleaſing 
carnal people. Thie you frequently g vs 
At im your: Serious Thoughts, With refet- 
ence. to which L. obſerved, that the practice 
is recommended as excellent, not onſy in 
the; efit( of carnal men, hut of God 
himſelf. 4 This com e „yu reply, 
« of the judgment df carnal men of the 
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excellency-of ſinging, with the! ieee 40 | 


the all-wiſe and moſt holy Gd; ſhocked 
me when I read it.“ (Bi P- it. Reply, 
p. 18.) But uthy.this or- or ſo much 
ſhocted? Is but a nate of co „ Sup- 
- poſe you were to telb one who is "rt enemy 
"RSA Chriſtianity; + that << Jeſus is: the Son 
God, is:a/truth believed, not /onlytin 
heaven, ut in hell too; not only»by ange, 
but a” by devils. Would that bea - 
Pari of hell with heaven, or of devilss 
with angels? would it not be eee 
undeniable truth? And do not you your- 
e what I here: id, 
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though you tell the world the reading gfi *. 
ſhocked you? Do you atte et dle 


it? will any man attempt it, ho be — 
the Bible ? If not, pray; Sir, reflect on the 
ſpirit and deſign from which this obſerus · 


tion aroſe. $4 ati Ii 7 t F . 2] 145 2 i bo 4: Thy 


In p. 20. you enquire; If God does not 5 


ee Aden Spirit to any in theſe days, 
to quali 


them to ſing, 23” they were 


duellen * that ſervice: in the apoſtle's 


days; where have we authority to ſet:upiin 
the church what ſort of ſinging we pleaſe ? 


15 this! bo fo is this 'inlinuation 23 


/ 


i 


Spirit to any in theſe RG to Calif —— i: 
to preach and to pray, as they! were qualified 
for theſe ſervices in the apoſtle's days t? 
; You will not pretend it. W at then i muſt 
; praying and preaching be laid aſide? or 
are we at liberty to pray and preach as we 


pleaſe? You know very well, and muſt con- 
fefs, that praying, preaching, and ſinging 


are all enjoined in the New Teſtament. 
Ought we not then to Yeanile them all 1 


#& 


well as we are able?vrꝛ 49 ot HS 
1 endeavoured to prove that ſi Win the 
Praiſes of God was not peculiar to the 
- Jewiſh. diſpenſation. | Ought you not to 
have conſidered theſe * Tou a 
fe! * TU. ; i. ; 


. 
* 0 


* FN a Ms, W | 
: N * 2 * * ad l 
N 3 8 
* - 
1 


1 bh. 
* 0 . A 
2 * 8 Y * + 
WW WH. 1 Sa. EA. 
4 


eie 
this is a point of conſiderablel importance 


to determine the controverſy. Was it can- 


did, friendly, fair, to paſs them by? (Diff. 


p. 21, 22, 23. Reply, P. 2 ) One argu- 
ment I mentioned on this head, was, that 
« the New Teſtament is not only filent 


with reſpe& to the abolition of it; (ſing- 


ing) but inculcates and enforces it, both 
by precept and example.“ This argument 
you take up thus, © The New Teſtament 


inculcates it both by precept and example.” 


Lou leave out the main clauſe in the ar- 


gument, where the chief weight lies. And 
then * inculcates and enforces what? the 
Jewiſh ſinging as above? How do you prove 
it?“ Now, Sir, could you imagine, could 
any one imagine that I had regard to the 
Jewiſh ſinging, at the very time when I 


was profeſſedly proving that ſinging was 


not confined to the Jewiſh church? I muſt 


aſk again, Is it the part of candour, of friend- 


ſbip, of integrity, firſt to leave out the chief 


clauſe of an argument, and then tv *pply 3 


the argument to a ſubject which you mu 
be ſure that the writer of the argument 


never had in his eye? The texts I referred 


to you aſſert, * only declare what was done, 
but do not lay any injunction upon us.“ 


Let them be read, Sir. Read Epheſ. v. 19. 


Col. ili. 16. Jam. v. 13. I wiſh no more. 
You add Or do you mean your matter 


and manner of fangs are inculcated and 


enfſorced 


8 


„4 


5 5 
* 


enforced both by precept and example in 
the New Teſtament?” Good Sir, I meant 
what I faid. Had 1 ſaid any ſuch thing? 
was it poſſible for you to ſuppoſe that I 
meant any fuch thing? „ Perhaps, you 
mean ſinging ſimply cenfidered, without 
any reſpect either to matter or manner.” 
Perhaps I do, Sir. Perhaps no man but 
yourleli could have put any other conſtrues 
tion upon my words. You ſubjoin, “If this 
be your meaning, yet we are at a loſs. to 
know what and hew to ſing.” To be fure. 
Becauſe I expreſsly told you under that 
very head, that I deferred this ſubject till 
afterwards, (Dif. p. 23, 24. Reply, p. 2G) 
1 ſaid, © Singing is evidently a gofſpel 
ordinance.” ? You reply, * this, like what 
you have ſaid before of its being tnculcated 
both by precept and example ſtands with» 
out e Let you had the proofs before 
your eyes, Mat. xxvi. 30. Mark. xiv. 26. 
Acts xvi. 25. 1 Cor. xiv. 15. Epheſ. v. 19. 
Col. iii. 16. Jam. v. 13, What think you 
of this? And yet you ** do not find that 
ſinging is at all commanded in the New 
Teſtament!” (Diſſ. p. 23. Reply, p. 27, 28, 
In p. 29. You © remind me that all Jew- 
iſh men and women did not ſing together in 
their temple worſhip.“ But you produce no 
authority for this aſſertion; and therefore, 
ou cannot blame me for ſuſpending my 
belief. If fair evidence of this can be pro» 
duced, I ſhould be glad to meet m—_— 
| | | K 


— 


— — ww * = 


e — 


3 
— — 


r 


** 
* On * 
„*́F˙ og aa 
* - — ” 
_ . 7 5 


1 
4 — 
5 —— —— > 3 
0 — — a — SE ae * — — 
r I ———ß 2 2 * 
* * * * — = 
5 « A 


— 4 a4 — 


know, to obſerve here, that after ſome pains taken 
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But ſuppoſing this ſhould be true, of which 


dence; yet as the New Teſtament, imjyac- 
tions teſpecting this duty, are ſo general 
and indefinite, (of which afterwards) this 
appears to me 8a fufficient reaſon for 
Chriſtians, in this inſtance, to differ from 
the Jews. 6 11.9. 1h 39 AD 

In p. 30, 31. You make a demand, which, 


as it is very fundamental in the controverſy, 


undoubtedly deferves attention. The de- 
mand is, that I prove the word ſung is in 


the original of Mat. xxvi. 30. Mark xiv. 26, 


Sang in the original of Acts xvi. 25, and 
ſing in the original of Heb. ii. 12. and 
Jam. v. 13. becauſe you © have met with 
« ſome very learned men, who ſay that thoſe 
«« words are not in the original, but were 
« added by the tranſlators,” There is an 
aukwardneſs in your manner of ſtating this 
difficulty, which I wiſh to cover, with many 
other ſimilar ones, as much as poſſible, 


But I am perſuaded, no learned man can 


pretend to ſay that the Greek words, which 
we render ſing in theſe places, are not in the 
original; or that the Egli word ſing is 
added in any one of the texts you refer to; 
becauſe there is not the leaſt colour for ary 
ſuch pretence.+ The only diſpute that ap- 
1 B 2 \ pears 
+ It may poſſibly prevent uncnſneſd it many read. 


ers, whoſe ſituation and circumſtances. F pretty well 
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pears to me poſlible, is, whether' thoſs 1 

Greek words be properly tranſlated or not 
T wiſh I could on this point give you ſatis- 
faction. It would be very eaſy, but I think 
very improper, to crowd this little piece 
with quotations. I will attempt to ſtate the 
matter as clearly as I can; and, as Lam not 
conſcious of any miſtake, fo I here promiſeg 
that if any proper judge on the queſtion; 
ſhall obſerve any, and will point it out to 


me, I will cheerfully retract it. 


In four of theſe paſſages, Mat. xxvi. 30. 
Mark. xiv. 26. Acts xvi. 25. Heb. ii. 14. 
the ſame Greek word is uſed, It is allowed 
on all hands, that this word ſometimes ſig- 
nifies to ſing properly, and ſometimes de- 
notes praiſe, without expreſſing the manner 
how that praiſe is offered to God, whether in 
a muſical tone of voice, or otherwiſe; 
Some have thought the former, and others 
the latter, to be the primary ſignification of 
the word, But ſo far as I can judge, thoſe, 
of the former opinion are much more nu» _ 
merous, as well as more learned, than thoſe 


in this enquiry, I can aſſure them that it does not ap» 
pear from Mill, Wertftein, or any other critic, that 
among all the various readings collected from different 
copies and manuſcripts, there is a ſingle various read- 
ing, in any of the places to which Mr. B. refers, 
Conſequently, there is not the leaſt foundation for a 
ſurmiſe that the word fing was added, in any one of 
the places, by our tr: rs; but the fulleſt evidence 


$9 2 WW 

of the latter opinion. The word uſed: in 
Jam. v. 13. is 4 different one, it ſometimes 
lignifies to make mel y with inftruments., 
but when applied to the voice, as it evi; 
dently is here, and in 1 Cor. xiv, 13, it 


properly lgnifis to ing, or make del, 
* 1 


as Epheſ. V. 19, and neyer otherwiſe. 1 #3 

the whole, it appears to me, (1.) That the 
objection, if well founded, could not be of. 
any great force in the preſent. debate 
becauſe it is evident that ſinging is re- 


commended in the New Teftament, both. 


by precept and example, if-theſe paſſages 
were left out of the queſtion.. But then, it 


is clear to me, (2.) That theſe paſſages ats 
full to the purpoſe ; that the Greek word, is 
properly rendered; and that the New Teſ- - 
tament writers could not have uſed language. 

more preciſe- and full to enforce this prac» 


tice of ſinging, than they have uſed. _, 
In p.'25. of my Diſſertation, [attempted 
more directly to vindicate that method of 
ſinging which is generally uſed in Diſſent» 
ing congregations, A great deal of what 


ſaid on this ſubje& you have paſſed by, as. 

hin though this part more 
particularly required your attention. Among 
other things, I obſerve that carnal people 
were allowed to join in ſinging formerly, 
This you do not deny; but you enquire, 
(p. 31.) when? or by whoſe authority? 
I anſwer, I do not know that the bleſſed 


if I had ſaid not 
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1 1 
God ever gave expreſs and particular rules 
reſpecting the manner of conducting this or 
any other part of moral worſhip, But if the 
Divine Being had diſapproved of it, we 
may very naturally ſuppete that he would 
have expreſſed his diſapprobation in this, 
as he does in other inſtances. And the in- 
definite manner in which finging is recoms 
mended, even by David himſelf, (ſee the 
following Diſſertation) is, with me, a ſuf» iſ 
ficient argument that the bleſſed. God him» 
ſelf approved of it. Nor do I remember ' 
any intimation, either in the Old or New, 
Teſtament, that unconverted people ought. 
not to ſing the praiſes of God. David ap- 
ointed Heman, with his fourteen ſons and 
three daughters; and twenty-three heads of 
families beſides, with their ſons and brethren; 
an exact number of every family, without 
any regard, that we read of, to their reli- 
gious character, or ſpiritual ſtate. Now is 
it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that theſe fathers 
and their children were all converted; or 
that David principally regarded their reli- 
gious qualifications, when we have no hint 
of any ſuch thing in the Bible? . 
I gave it as my opinion, that * ſinging in 
divine worſhip does not imply an immediate 
addreſs to God, ariſing from preſent or paſt 
ſenſations; and expreſſive of preſent or 
aſt experiences;” and gave ſome reaſons 
For it. Theſe reaſons again you paſs over, 
| though 


W finging in divine worſhip,” to ſinging 


' the reader to judge of your eandour, 
* ſhip, and 


Col. ili. 16. and endeavoured- to 


MM» 


though under every obligation, in fair con- 


troverſy, to examine them, and anſwer them 
if you were able. But inſtead of this, you 
ſay, © I muſt now tell you, that Gngin 

praiſes to. God is an immediate -addrefs' to 


kim, as much as prayer on every ſolemn 
and ſpecial occaſion.“ But, Sir, is your 


telling me this, a proof of it?, And is your 
Reply to mo, or to yourſelf? Did you not ſee 
that you had changed my expreſſion from 


praiſes to God?” With theſe hints I leave 
friend- 
but I ſay no more. Gee Diff. 
p. 28. Reply, p. 31.) 

I ventured, though with all the ſoftneſs L 
could uſe, to obſerve, that F thought you 
had miſtaken the meaning of Epheſ. v. 19. 
Ait 
pretty largely. The proof you again over= 


look, and quote the words of DF. Whitby, 


without ſhewing wherein the Doctor either 
differs from me, or agrees with you wich- 
6urt attempting to prove that the Doctor was 


right; take all for granted, and proceed 


on your old ground, as if all were firm as a 


rock. What will men of ſenſe and con- 
51 ſay to theſe unge (Di * oy 39, 85 


Reply, P. 32, 33. 
"1 endeavoured to prove that women have 


a right to. fing the praiſes of God as well as 
men. If you had condeſcended to attempt 
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a reply to my arguments, I think you would 
. Tae So Ton of them. But 1 find 
am not to expect this. You pick out four 
clauſes, and tell me theſe conclude in your 
favour. But, as 1 do not underſtand you, 
I cannot anſwer you. The next page, you 
think is “ quite weak,” and as to my quo- ih 


tation from 1 Chron. xxv. 5, 6. you ſay,' 


« what then? what have we to do with 
| that?” I anſwer, Nothing, Sir, only to 
read it; and ſee whether it be not one out 
of many proofs, that “ women have joined 
with men in ſinging.” (Diff. p. 32—38. 
r 
- I am very ſenſible that inſtrumental was 

Joined with vocal muſic in this inſtance, as - 
well as others, But this ſubject I reſerve to 
its proper place. 1 

ou allow of women ſpeaking in the church 
tc on certain juſt occaſions;“ but ought 
you not then to prove that ſinging in divine 
worſhip is not a juſt occaſion, or elſe retract 
the oppoſition you have made againſt it 
from that topic? I had obſerved “ there is 
no diſorder in women joining with men in 

ſinging the praiſes of God, any more than 

there is when men jointly ſing his praiſes z 
nor more than there is when both ſexes join 
in prayer,” You have mangled the argu- 
ment in this manner, „ there is no diforder 
in women joining with men in ſinging the 

451 ET | praiſes 


n 
praiſes of God, than there is when both 
ſexes join in prayer. Again, leaving out the 
chief clauſe in the argument, and making 
me ſpeak: nonſenſe in the other part of 
it, grant, while one is praying. t e reſt 
are ſilent; but is there any more di/order 


when many ſing together, than when one 
prays, and the reſt are ſilent? That is the 
queſtion, according to the argument, even 
in its mangled, form: and you have not at- 


tempted to anſwer this queſtion. (Diff, p. 38. 
Reply, 39» 40.) b4:4- 07 ie, 1 

In the nine following pages I meet with 
a great deal of— I beg to be excuſed from 


- ſaying what. I am aſhamed; I am grieyed 
for you. However, as I cannot think you 


wiſh it to be conſidered. as argument, I paſs 
theſe pages over in ſilence; 

Im p. 50. you obſerye, We read of Paul, 
and the other apoſtles, preaching in many 


places, eſpecially Paul, but we no where 


read of him. and the people to whom he 
preached, all ſinging together, or that they 
lung at all.“ Do we read of them Pen 
together? Would you then prove from. 
thence, that they did not pray at all? I 


| ae alſo, that we never read of the churches 
1 


aging together after they were ſettled, But 


| we read as much. of this as we do. of their 
meeting together, to pray, or preach, Muſt 


we ſay there were os nor preaching 
B 5 1 
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in their aſſemblies? It is the evident ten- 
dency of theſe arguments of yours, to put 
an end to all publick worſhip, though yow 
are ſo offended with me for mentioning this 
before, where I endeavoured to prove it 
more largely. (Diff. p. 49, 50. Reply, 


When you expreſs your wonder why we 


do not uſe precompoſed ſermons and prayers, 


as well as precompoſed pſalms and hymns. 
One reaſon which I aſſigned is, * we have 
divine authority for precompoſed pſalms 
and hymns; but not for precompoſed ſer- 

mons and prayers.” The firſt part of this 
you tranſcribe, the latter you leave out. — 
. J ſay ſo too,” you reply. But precom- 
poſed by who? And for whoſe uſe, and 
how to be uſed ?'—Now you mult ſee here, 


Sir, that theſe circumſtances were not in 


queſtion, but belonged to another place. 
J was ſtating an undeniable fact; that we 
follow ſcripture examples in uſing precom- 
poſed pſalms and hymns, but not precom- 
poſed ſermons and prayers. And as you 
admit the fact, this point is decided be- 
tween us. I ſaid, © we have alſo a book 
of pfalms provided for us by our great 
Maſter in heaven.” You reply, ** where is 
that book?“ You know we mean, the book 
of Pſalms: © and what ꝝſe do you make of 
it,” We ſing it, Sir; you know we = 
% 8 a 


N N . ö 
* IF S 1 


*K4 ws 1 n * * ; þ * f 
' - 
* 
1 


and you know it was ſung in the (Jewiſh 


church. I added, * We have not a book . 


of ſermons and 8 t der you ne 
ſay you, © and equally as good a one as. 
that of pſalms and hymns ;” 1 do not know 


of it, nor ever heard of it. Pray inform 
me where it is. 1 aſſigned a third reaſon. 


„There is alſo an evident propriety in the 


reaſon of things, to prevent confuſion in 


ſocial worſhip, in having precompoſed 
pſalms and hymns, rather than precom- 
poſed prayers and ſermons.” You perem- 


torily deny it. © Not at all.” How do 


you prove it? Why thus: * There is. 


as much propriety in reading precompoſed 
prayers and ſermons, as in ſinging your pre- 


compoſed pſalms and hymns.” But do not 


you obſerve, good Sir, that your concluſion. 


has added three words to the argument, and 


omitted ſeveral, which gives it a different 


face? And how do you eſtabliſh. your ar- 
gument ? * The former are the labours of 
men, and the latter are no more, and no- 
other. And there may be as much-divinity 
in the former, as ip the latter, and equally 
uſeful and profitable.“ Now, I aſk you, 


Sir, did not you read in the argument, 


there is an evident propriety to prevent 
confuſion in ſocial worſhip “ Fam late to 
ſay that theſe things cannot be hid. (Diff. 
P-· 44. Reply, P · 51.) To proceed at this. 
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rate would-be W WE FE The ** J 
of your fifty-ſecond, and following. pages, 
we have already confidered.; and ſhall: re- 
ſume the like been in the following diſ- 
ſertation. That you may be abundantly 
happy in time and eternity, is the pleaſing 
hope, and ſincere Pe of your's alfection: 
ately, | 


'D. TAY LOR, 


1 S. Perhaps this may be a proper plan 
to obſerve, that I do not think myſelf under 
any obligation at preſent to be concerned 
with Philologus. T heophilus can eaſily give him 
a ſufficient anſwer, if he think it neceſſary, 
without any aſſiſtance of mine. Who that 
gentleman is, I do not know, nor am I anxi- 


ous to know. I have no inclination to offend 
him; but I truſt he will not charge it with 
ümpertinence, if I adviſe him to do juſtice to 
others, when he quotes their words, or refers 
to their writings. The reaſon of this advice. 
18; he ſays Mr. T. afferts and vows, © that 
ſinging is eſſential to the ſtated worſhip of 
God,” p. 12. Where has Mr. T. aſſerted any 
ſuch thing? Ovught he not to have referred 
his readers to the page? If I had aſſerted any 
fuch thing, I ſhould number it among the 
many miſtakes to. which I confeſs myſelf 
daily liable, and ſhould here freely and pub- 

lickly retract it. I do not FORTS that I 
| ever 


M TB 
| ever believed or thought any ſuch thing. 
I do not believe it either of ſinging, pray- 

ing, or preaching. I-am perſuaded there 

may be times of ſtated worſhip, when for 
| ſufficient reaſons, any one of theſe: parts 
of worſhip may be properly omitted. Bur 
by | J firmly believe that ſinging is as much 
+1 eſſential to the ſtated worſhip of God as 
praying, or preschingg .. 
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HE Rev. Mr. Boyce having publiſhed- 
a reply to my former © diſſertation 
on ſinging in the worſhip of God,” I ven- 
ture again, to ſubmit my thoughts to the 
public on this ſubject, in the following 
propoſitions; praying that the God of all 
wiſdom and grace may be pleaſed to direct 
both in writing and reading, and to make 
all terminate in the promotion of his own 
glory; and intreating my readers to beware 
of t at ſour and malignant temper which ſo. 
naturally and ſo frequently mingles itſelf 
with controverſy, 

Propoſition I. Whatever practice is en- 
Joined in the Old and New Teſtament,, 
without any intimation chat ſuch practice 
is a poſitive inſtitution ; or deſigned for 
extraordinary purpoſes ; or that it ſhall af- 
terwards be laid aſide; — if chis Practice be 
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and indefinite terms, to Chriſtians, to men, 


to churches, without exception; and no 
particular qualifications required in order 


to perform it this practice ſo recommend- 


ed and enjoined, remains a duty: in all ſuc- 


ceeding ages. 


J think all profeſſed Chrifiane will a 
the principles contained in this propoſition, | 


and do, in general, act upon them, Nor 


do I ſee how the ſcriptures can be conſidered 


as a perfect rule of faith and conduct, nor 
how we can diſtinguiſh. between right and 
wrong, or between moral and poſitive duties, 
if we deny theſe principles. If theſe were 


not criteria of moral and perpetual duty and - 


obligation, the ſcriptures would rather per- 
plex than inſtruct us; while ,we have the 
light in our hands, we ſhould wander in 


darkneſs, and be left to mere reverie on the 


moſt important branches of duty both to 


Mr. B. himſelf will grant all this. I there- 
fore omit the formal proof of it. 
Prop. II. Singi the praiſes of Cod is a 
duty r the manner, and with 
the circumſtances which have juſt now been 
mentioned; and pms ntly akkus, the 
praiſes of God a duty of perpetual obliga- 
tion; and. the Klon hom to practiſe it con- 
tained in ſtripture, are in force to all ſuc- 
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at the ſame time, recommended in general 
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We apply for e of this, the feversh | 
parts of the former eren to the prac= 
tice of {inging.*® - By 
1. Singing the praiſes of God is fre⸗ 
quently enjoined and recommended, both in 
the Old and New Teſtament. This is evident : 
to all who read the Bible. Now if it had 
been enjoined in the Old Teſtament, and not 
in the New, we might have ſcrupled the 
practice of it at this day, with more appear». 
ance of reaſon. But the contrary is undeni- 
able. A large number of paſſages may be 
found cited from both Teſtaments in proof 
of it, in the former diſſertation (p. 8, 9.) 
As the inattention of many readers is aſto- 
niſhing, I here repeat what I there admo- 
niſhed the reader of, that I have now no 
deſign to treat of the mamer of finging 4 
but to prove that ſinging is a duty. I here 
further obſerve, that as Mr. B. on almoſt 
every occaſion, introduces ſomething .rela- 
ting to inſtrumental muſic, 1 relerve: that 


* [ der the ſubject in this —— 1 wich. 
this latitude, becauſe it is evident, that though Mr. B. 
frequently ſpeaks of © ſinging in the manner we do,” 
yet ſome of his reaſonings tend to overthrow the prac- 
tice entirely at this day. (See Reply, p. 16, 55. &c.) 
And it is a known fact that ſeveral, who are of his 
opinion, have been offended to hear individuals fing 
in private, and have reſented it very warmly. I mit. | 
take if it will not be generally found, that thoſe who 
adopt his ſentiments on this head, do- not ang at af, 
either — or ſeparatey. 
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ſubject to be conſidered alone, in its proper 
placde. He f 
2. The practice of ſinging. the praiſes, of 
God is not only enjoined in the ſcriptures, 7 
but it is enjoined... without any. intimation _ 
that we afe to conſider it as a poſitive inſti- 
tution, There is no ſuch intimation, tat- 
I recollect, in all the Bible. If there be, 3 
Mr. B. certainly ought to produce it, and 
we wiſh him to do it, that the debate may 
turn on its proper hinge. Poſitive. inſtitu- 
tions, under every. diſpenſation, continue, 
from the nature of them, ſo long as the ends 
for which they were appointed, continue 
needful to be anſwered. The two poſitive 
inſtitutions of the New Teſtement, there- 
fore, continue neceſſary to the end of time, 
becauſe the purpoſes which they ſubſerve in 
the Chriſtian œcoomy will always be neceſ- 
ſary. Theſe purpoſes are the lively repre- 
ſentation of our bleſſed Saviour's death, bu= + /} 
rial, and reſurrection, which can never be 
too thankfully remembered, or too ſtriking- 
ly repreſented. The poſitive inſtitutions of 
K+ Fewiſh diſpenſations, for the ſame reaſon, 
were neceſſary, till the end of that diſpen- 
ſation, but no longer. Thus circumciſion, 
for inſtance, was a token between the bleſſed 
God and the poſterity of Abraham;“ and the 
various ſacrifices were © a ſhadow of good 


| things 


— 
' 


KG as 


things to come” under the goſp a. 4 A 
when the middle wall of partition between 
the Jews and Gentiles was broken down, the 
token of diſtinction was of no further uſe; 
and when the ſubſtance was come, the ſha- 
dow might be conveniently diſpenſed with. 
Hence it appears, that if ſinging had been 

a poſitive inſtitute of the New Teſtament, 
the perpetuity of it might have been argued 
from that conſideration. But if it had deen . 
a poſitive inſtitute of the Old: Teſtament, ir - 
would have ceafed at the commencement 
of Chriſtianity. As it is, however, a duty 
common to both diſpenſations, enjoined ar 
praCtiſed under both, the obligation to per- 
form it, appears from hence, to be moral 
and perpetual. None can ſurely imagine 
that any practice is leſs incumbent on Chriſ- 
tians, becaufe it was obſerved by the Jews, 
unleſs it were deſigned to be confined to 
them. For if that could be proved, prayer 
and moſt other duties ought to be laidi 
abide. 

It will alſo appear to an attentive: 
mind, that ſinging was not deſigned, under 
either diſpenſation, to ſerve uncommon or 
extraordinary purpoſes. On the other hand, 
the reaſons aſſigned for it, the motives by 
which it 1s enforced, and the ends to be 
anſwered by it, are all moral and perpetual. 


* Heb, X I. . | 
Why. 
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Why are other religious duties yet neceſſary, © 
but from the authority by Which they are 


. enjoined, and the good moral purpoſes” to. 1 


be anſwered by them? Now if theſe argu- 
ments are valid in favour: of other duties, 
why not in favour of ſinging? This prac- 


| tice, if 1 miſtake nor, will be found, on a 4 


careful examination, to be as frequently, 5 
and as forcibly recommended, from moral 
conſiderations, as moſt duties recommended 
in the Bible. 

Confider the cloſets and Aube by whick 
it is enforced; becauſe it is good, comely, and 
pleaſant *. Theſe are invariably the ſame, 
ſo long as man is man. David would ling, 
becauſe ® God was his ſtrength, and the 
God of his mercy, his defence and refuge 
in the day of trouble J.“ For the ſame rea- 
ſons. may every ſaint ſing to the end of 
time. David exhorts others to ſing the 
praiſes of God, becauſe © he is a great God,“ 
aà great King above all Gods, becauſe he hath 
done marvellous things; becauſe he hath 
made known his ſal vation; becauſe his mer. 
cy is above the heavens, and his truth 
reacheth unto the clouds; becauſe his do- 
minion is over all the world; he dwelleth 
in Zion; he is the ſtrength of his people, 
and the rock of their ſalvation; he taketh 
pleaſure in * people, —and ſo on. f Theſe 


* Pal, xcii. 1. cxxxv. 3. all. 1. 1 Plat. 
lix, 16, 17. + See Pſal. xev. 1, 2, 3. rev. 2135 
4. cviii. 3, 4+ xlvi, 6. 7 
conſide- 
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+ FRA "RY are „ aſſigned a8. — 
tives to enforce the duty of ſinging the | 

divine praiſes ; and they are all moral, per- 
petual, and immutable, to the end of. the 
world. Surely then the practice enforced 
by theſe conſiderations muſt be ſo too, un- 
leſs we have ſome where authority to dif. 
continue this practice, or ſome intimation 
that | it ought to be diſcontinued. 1 
The ends to be anſwered by this practice 
are alſo moral, and of perpetual neceſſity, 
To ing forth the honour of Jehovah's name, 
to make his praiſe glorious, to make a, joy- 
ful noiſe bare him, to ſhew forth his. ſal- 
vation, to teach and admoniſh ourſelves, or 
each other, and the like, are the purpoſes 
for which this jacred and delightful practice 
was appointed Þ. 

Thus, I think, every conſideration by 
which ſingiag. the praiſes of God is recom» 
mended in ſcripture, is moral and immut- 
able. It is molt reaſonable, therefore, to 
_ conclude that it is a moral duty, and never 
to be diſcontinued. 

It is granted that theſe. reaſons may be 
aſſigned for, and theſe ends are, at leaſt, 
in a meaſure, accompliſhed by prayer, 
preaching, and thankſgiving ; and this is 
an unanſwerable argument to enforce theſe 
duties, But to make this conſideration an 
objection againſt ſinging for theſe Purpoſes, 


t See Pſal. levi. 2. XCV. 1, xcvi. 3. 


1 


Wat”, 


(45) 


is to ſet up our own wiſdom as ſuperior to 


that of our Maker. - £7 add, „ nn l 

4. Singing the praiſes of God is enjoined 
and recommended in very indefinite and 
unlimited language; ſuch language, as 
makes it appear that this practice ought not 
to be confined: to any particular claſs of 
men, or to men of any particular deſcrip-. 
tion. Our knowledge of the manner in 
which divine worſhip was ſtatedly performed 
among the Jews, or by the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, is confeſſedly imperfect. It is cer- 
tain, that in and after the time of David, 
the Jews had a ſelect number or choir of 
fingers. But it does not from hence neceſ- 
farily follow, that none beſides theſe were 
allowed to ſing. Nor do I recolle& any 
evidence that none were employed in this 
ſervice, . belides the Levites. Their being 
called ſingers is certainly no proof of it at 
all, For they would be ſo called, as bein 


appointed to that office for the 'ſake' o. 


having the ſervice performed with more 
decency and order, even though the whole 
congregation joined with them. This is 
according to the common language of 
Chriſtians. In moſt congregations ſome are 
appointed to lead the whole aſſembly in 
this ſervice; but the whole aſſembly are 
ſuppoſed to join with them, if able to 
do it; and yet thoſe, who lead the ſong, 
are emphatically called fingers, It is, howy 


1 


ever, certain and undeniable, that nog ng 
is enjoined in very unlimited and inde nite 
terms in both the Old and New Teſtament; . 
and this is ſufficient for our preſent pur. 
oſe. © Sing unto the Lord all the earth; 
et the nations be Blad, and ſing for je 46 
make a 7 ful noiſe unto the Lord 
lands ; all the kings of the earth ſhall pr 
thee. They ſhall 00% n the ways of the 
Lord,” and 00 on“ e need not enquire 
into che preciſe meaning of theſe paſſages. 
I am perſuaded, that on . poſſible in- 
terpretation, they furniſh proof that ſinging 
is not to be confined to men of any parti- 
cular deſeription. David himſelf was no 
Levite; yet he declares his determination 


to ſing while he has any being f.“ 


Nor is this practice confined to any par- ; 
ticular deſcription of men in the New Tef- 
tament. The apoſtle addreſſes the Ephe- 
ſians and Coloſſians in the ſame general 
language, which he uſes on all other occa- 
fins, to enforce any religious or moral 
duty whatſoever T. Let any one read the 
| paſſages, and conſider the connection in 
which they ſtand, and ſee. if there be any 

kind of limitation or reſtriction expreſſed 
or implied in them. Let him try impar- 
tially whether he can find any e to 


1 Chron, xvi. 2 Pſal. Ix. 4. xcvi. 1. C. 1s 2. 
exxxviii. 75. F Pat. civ. 33. exlvi. 2. IJ Ephef. 
V. 19. Col. iii. 16. i OT 
| prove, 
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prove, that it is not as much the duty of 
all Chriſtians. to ſing, as to redeem time, 
to avoid drunkenneſs, to be filled with the 
ſpirit, to give thanks to God, or to practiſe 
any other duty, The apoſtle James wrote 
a general epiſtle to the © twelve tribes, ſcat» 
tered abroad” and to all theſe, without 
exception, he ſays, * Is. any merry? Let 
him ſing pfalme. !“ %% 
Now how can we imagine that this prac- 
tice would be recommended in this general 
and unlimited manner, unleſs it be a gene- 
ral duty, and incumbent in the ſame extent 
as other duties are ? When we find the fear 
of God, prayer to him, looking to him, 
and the like, ſo frequently recommended 
in ſcripture to all the earth, and all the 
ends of the earth, or recommended in other 
language, equally extenſive and unlimited, 
what conclufion do we draw? Certainly, 
that theſe duties are incumbent on all men. 
Why then ſhould we not explain the paſ- 
ſages which enjoin ſinging, as we explain 
all other paſſages where the ſame kind of 
language is uſed? I only alledge, | 
5. That no particular capacities or qua- 
lifications are ever mentioned as requiſite 
to the performance of this duty. Let all 
the paſſages before referred to, and all 
others, be examined with this view; and 


. James v. 13. 


I think 


0 


reader ſhall pleaſe to conſider, p. 21, 22, 
23, 24, of the former diſſertation, and what 
has been ſaid in the foregoing pages of this 


diſſertation, he may judge for himſelf whe- 


ther we ought to efteem the practice in 
queſtion a moral duty, and of general and 
perpetual obligation. Mr. B. indeed, ſays 


he, © can find no argument throughout my 
whole piece,” to prove that ſinging is a 
moral duty, (Reply, p. 44.). But * 

by 


he can find an attempt to prove it. Oug 

he not to have examined that attempt, and 
to have refuted it, if it had been in his 
power? "2 0 1 "1 


Prop. III. Frequent examples of the per- | 


formance of any duty, by perſons of dif- 


ferent claſſes and deſcriptions, recorded in 
different parts of both the Old and New 
Teſtament, are juſtly conſidered as confir- 


mations of that practice; and contribute to 


enforce it upon us as a perpetual and in- 


diſpenſable duty, If this were not allowed, 


a great part of the Bible would be a mere 
amuſement. Becauſe a great part of it con- 
ſiſts of narration, and is evidently deſigned 
to inform us how the ſervants of God ex- 


erted themſelves in former times, to gtorif' 
their Creator and Saviour. But if theſe 


narrations be not deſigned to influence our 


practice, and to excite in us a deſire to 


imitate 


think it will ſtrike every attentive mind, 
that what I here aſſert is true. Now if any 


Ea Go 1 


40 Fs 1 
imitate the excellencies of theſe holy men, 
what end do they anſwer? They ſeem to 
be only matters of ſpeculation, if not de- 
ſigned to have this effect. Beſides, if this 
were not their deſign, the practice of all 
miniſters is utterly wrong. Nothing is 
more common than to recommend and en- 
force duties which are enjoined elſewhere, 
by the examples of ancient faints, who 
were diligent in the performance of them, 
The good moral effect which this method 
has often had on all claſſes of men, is uni- 
verſally known. ' Nay, we have the autho- 
rity of the apoftles themſelves for paying 
this regard to the examples of ancient ſaints, 
and are commanded to “ be followers of 
thoſe, who through faith and patience now 
inherit the promiſes *,” If therefore, ſing- 
ing the praifes of God be a duty thus en- 
forced by example, this is a further con- 
ſideration to excite our regard to it. 
Prop. IV. Singing the praiſes of God 
is hot only often enjoined, and ſtrongly 
recommended, by moral arguments, but it is 
a practice of which we have many ex 
both in the Old and New Teſtament 7. It 


| * See Heb. vi. 12. James v. 10, 11. 1 Pet. iii. 6, 
and many other places. W 2 

+ To proceed thus ſlowly, and exprefs myſelf in ſo 
formal and familiar a manner, perhaps requires an 
apology with ſome perſons: who think the caſe very 
plain without a formal diſcuſſion. But the ſtate of 
ſome who are likely to read theſe pages ſeems to me 
to render ſuch a method OP" TE 
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( © / 
was practiſed by the people of Iſrael before | 
the Jewiſh law was given T. And at Beer 
ſoon after the giving of the law“. It was 
practiſed by Deborah and Barak, in the 
time of the Judges f. By the Jews, in 
their public worſhip, in the days of David, 
and afterwards, This is clear from the Old 
Teſtament Hiſtory throughout. It was alſo 
practiſed by our bleſſed Saviour and his 


' apoſtles, at his laſt ſupper |; by Paul and 


Silas, in the priſon at Philippi , and by 
the Chriſtian church at Corinth 5. 
The reader will here obſerve the different 
characters of thoſe, who are mentioned as 
having been employed in this practice. So 
far as we can learn, the people of Irael, 
without exception, ſang jointly, at the Red 
Sea, and at Beer; and this was both before 
and after the law was given. Afterwards, 
before the Levites were appointed to this 
office, Deborah and Barak ſung; a woman | 
and a man. After this ſervice was aſſigned 
to the Levites, to be conducted by them, 
not only David the king“, but alſo of the 
Levites, Heman the ſeer, with his ſons, 
and his daughters, and twenty three others, 
t Exod. xv. I ſubmit it to the judgment of think- 
ing men, whether Exod. xv. and xxxii. 18. do not 
Tuggeſt a ſtrong probability that this was a common 
part of worſhip even in the wilderneſs, 1 
Numb. xxi. 17. + Judg. v. || Mat. xi. 
Jo. Mark xiv, 26. 1 Acts xvi. 256, 5 1 Cori 
xiv. 15. 26. 9 2 Sam. xvili. 2. 125 1 | 
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(ing in public worſhip, I endeayoured to 
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with their ſons and their brethren, twelve 
in every courſe, were employed in this de- 
lightful exercife +. Our bleſſed Saviour and 
his diſciples, before the extraordinary gifts 
of the Spirit were given; two we we 


Paul and Silas, and the Corinthian chutch, „ 
after the beſtowment of thoſe gifts. 80 


that we have clear ſcripture example of 
kings, governors, and the common people ; 
of men and women; of young people of 


both ſexes, and their parents; of our bleſ- 


ſed Saviour, our perfe& pattern, and his 
apoſtles, the planters and teachers of the 
Chriſtian churches ; and of one church of 
Chriſt in its ſettled ſtate, who all practiſed 
ſinging in the worſhip of God. 

Now in what manner are we accuſtomed 


to reaſon in other caſes? We enforce prayer 


and other duties by precepts and examples. 
Why ſhould not the duty of ſinging be 


enforced in the ſame manner? I beg leave 
here to repeat what I have hinted before; 

that I think, whoever will be at the pains 
of examining, will find that very few duties 


are more fully or more clearly inculcated 


in the Bible, both by precept and example, : | 


than ſinging the praiſes of God. 
I may juſt obſerve here, that as Mr. B. 
ſtrongly oppoſes women being permitted to 


+ 1 Chron, xxv. 631. 
Ca vindicate 
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vindicate them in the former Diſſertation! * 
Moſt of the arguments I uſed, Mr. R 


paſſes by without taking any notice of them. 
As this is a capital branch of the contro-.- | 


verſy, ſurely he ought not to have done ſo. 
The reader, if he chooſe, may examine 
what is ſaid on the ſubject. (Diff. p. 32— 13 
41. Reply, P. 37—49.) | 
Prop. V. It is evident that ſeveral reli- 5 
gious duties are enjoined and ſtrongly re- 
commended in ſcripture, which are oy | 
expreſsly appointed to be performed in 


public worſhip, nor have we any Pate 3 


directions as to the manner of performing 
them; and yet it is ſufficiently clear that 
they always have made a part of public 
worſhip; and muſt make part of it, other- 

wiſe we cannot ſee how public worſhip can 
be kept up in the world. For inſtance, it 
is not expreſsly enjoined that we ſhould 
pray or give thanks in public worſhip. But 
we know that theſe are parts of the worſhip 
of God, which may be advantageouſly in- 
troduced into his public worſhip; and we 


have ſufficient evidence that they have been 


ſo in all ages, even with the approbation, 
and by the direction of the Almighty. But 


if we go upon the ground of expreſs direc- 


tion, we ſhall find no authority to perform 

them when we publicly aſſemble together. 

We can only le fi them on the ſame 

4 on which we _ the praiſes of God, 
| as 


3 


as I hope to prove more fully i in its proper 
lace. 

F For this reaſon I wave ſaid in "oh ferne a 
Diſſertation, and I here repeat it, that 
„if Mr. B's arguments be valid enough to 
annul the practice of ſinging, they are 
equally ſo to annul the practice of praying 
and preaching; and to demoliſh the whole 
fabric of public worſhip all together.” Mr. 
B. denies this; but does not attempt to 
anſwer what I have ſaid in proof of it. 
(See Diff. p. 49, 50. Reply, p. This he 
undoubtedly ought to have done. - I am, 
however, well perſuaded that neither he nor 
any other man can vindicate either pray- 
ing, or thankſgiving, in public worſhip, 
on any other ground than that on which we 
vindicate ſinging. Nor is any other un 
of vindication neceſſary. 

The ſame may be ſaid with regard to the 
manner of praying, preaching, or giving 
thanks, or of conducting any part of pub- 
lic worſhip whatever. Particular directions 
are not to be found; nor are they at all 
needful. Nor, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
could they be obſerved, without ſuch in- 
| convenience as would throw the church, 
and the world into confuſion, and make 
the forms of religion a burthen to the beſt 
of men, The {lighteſt attention to the 
capacities, connections, and other circum- 
ſtances of mankind, muſt convince any 

CY. think- 


„ X 


thinking and underſtanding man, that Po 

preciſe and univerſal attention to ſuch par- 
ticular rules in all the parts of worſhip, is 
morally impoſſible. How far ſuch preciſe 
rules were either given or obſerved in the 
temple worſhip, cannot, I think, be ex- 
actly determined from the Bible. But ſup- 
poſing it could, there is a vaſt difference be- 
tween the conveniences and advantages of 
one ſingle people, circumſtanced as the 


Jews were, for the obſervance of ſuch pre- 


Ciſe rules, and of all the churches ſcattered 
abroad, throughout the Chriſtian world. 
Beſides, the Jewiſh economy was the in- 
fancy of religion; but the Chriſtian diſpen- | 
ſation is the advanced and mature ſtate of it, 
as we are frequently taught by the apoſtle, | 
Preciſe rules, with regard to the punctilios 
of mode and form, are more needful in a 
ſtate of infancy, than in advanced age. 
Every head of a family, who has children 
of different ages under his care, proves 
the truth of this daily. I add alſo, that the 
Jewiſh religion was confeſſedly a burthen- 
ſome one, which continually * gendered to 
bondage;“ but the law of Chriſt, compared 
with the Jewiſh, is, in all reſpects, a law 
of liberty, as far as it relates to modes and 
forms of worſhip. This appears on the 
very face of the apoſtolic writings. Once 
more, it is an undeniable fact that different 


churches do ond their pwblis worſhip 4 
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differently, as to the manner of it, one from 


another. This is true even of thoſe churches 


which are conſtituted in the ſame manner, 
and, on the whole, agree in the ſame kind 
and forms of worſhip, and are aſſociated in 
the ſame connection. Nay, even the ſame 
church finds it-neceflary, on ſome occaſions, 
to change the circumſtances: of worſhip, 
with reſpect to mode and form. This might 
be fully illuſtrated, if neceſſary, by inſtances, 
with reſpect to the parts of it, the frequency 
of any of theſe parts, the time of perform- 
ing them; whether miniſters ſhall preach, 
expound, or exhort; theſe, and a great 
number of other circumſtantial things, muſt 
be determined by general rules, and the 
particular caſes of the church or churches | 
in queſtion z becauſe no particular rules are 
given by the Lord and head of the church. 
Nor has all this the leaſt tendency to 
encourage Popery, or pleaſe the Papiſts, as 
Mr. B. would inſinuate; (p. 34.) nor does 
it give the leaſt encouragement to introduce 
human inventions or any kind of will-wor- 
ſhip into the church; nor authority to change 
any poſitive rite, or to vary from any direc- 
tion which our bleſſed Lord has given; for 
all this is ſaid on the ſuppoſition that the 
various parts of divine worſhip are exactly 
ſpecified in ſcripture, and ſtrictly enjoined 


on all profeſſed Chriſtians. Nor has any man 
licence to dictate to another; or to negl 
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any branch of worſhip which Chriſt has en- 
joined. And it is an admirable diſplay of | 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of our dear 
Saviour, that the rules and directions of his 
word, reſpecting the affairs of his church, 
are circumſtanced as they are. The uſe of 
this propoſition will, I truſt, be ſufficiently 
manifeſt under the two following ones. 
Prop. VI. When the particular manner 
of performing or conducting any part of 
religious worſhip is not exactly ſpecified in 
ſcripture, it is reaſonable, ſafe, and neceſ- 
ſary to conclude that this is a matter of leſs 
importance, and may be ſufficiently deter- 
mined ſome other way; that is, by general 
rules, examples, the reaſon of things, 
analogy, conveniency, tendency to edify, 
or the like. To me it is evident, for the 
reaſons already aſſigned, that this is the 
only method by which we are to determine 
the manner of conducting every part of 
public worſhip; and that every church, and 
every miniſter, ought to take this method, 
and to be very careful in obſerving it. As 
it has pleaſed the Lord to give us no parti- 
cular directions on this head, we are, I think, 
under the neceſſity, either of laying public 
worſhip aſide, which is directly oppoſite 
both to ſcripture and to common ſenſe; or 
of performing it as we pleaſe, without any 
rule or regard to circumſtances—or of per- 
forming it according to the dictates of hu- 
15 | man 


. 
man authority or we muſt conſider, by 
general rules and circumſtances, what me- 
thod is, on the whole, the beſt, and act ad- 
cordingly. 1 e 
Now the firſt of theſe cannot be admitted. 
We muſt not proceed as we pleaſe, in any 
thing which reſpects the intereſt of our bleſ- 


| ſed Lord and Saviour. That would be 


uſurping an authority frequently condemn- 
ed. Nor ought we to act by human autho- 
rity; for that would be to ſlight our great 


| Maſter, who has forbidden it, and to ſacri- 


fice his intereſt to the capricious humours 


and fancies of men; to diſregard the general 


rules contained in his word, and to reduce 
ourſelves to ſlavery, when he has made us 
free. We muſt, therefore, proceed on the 
grounds before- mentioned. 
The apoſtle has given us four general 
rules, to which, if we always diligently ad- 
vert, we ſhall be ſafe. Let all things be 
done to edifying—Let all things be done 


_ decently and in order—Do all to the glory 


of God—Let all your things be done with 
charity.“ It is eaſy to obſerve, that theſe 
general rules would not have been given, 
nor wanted, if we had been furniſhed with 


particular ones; becauſe they are evidently 


deſigned to ſupply the place of particular 
rules, It is alſo clearly ſuppoſed that the 
uſe of theſe, inſtead of particular rules, is 


+ 1 Cor. x, 31. xiv. 26, 40. xvi. ”" 


Cs” pere 


( 58 ) n_ 
perfectly ſufficient, and will anſwer every | 
valuable end. Now unleſs the convenien- 
cies and edification of the churches, and par- 
ticular members of them, be examined, and 
carefully attended to, things cannot be done 
« decently, in order, with charity, or to 
edifying.” If this be not done, one is pleaſ- 
ed, while another is diſguſted; things are 
adapted to the conveniency of one, while 
heavy burthens lie upon others. This, 1 
fear, is too often the caſe; and by theſe 
neglects in miniſters, and leading members 
of churches, love is much diminiſhed, gene- 
| ral edification prevented; and the iſſue is 
frequently diſorder and confuſion.* I beg 
the reader's pardon for this digreſſion. It 
may be of advantage in opening our way to 
Prop. VII. As there are no particular 
directions given in ſcripture, ho to conduct 
public worſhip in general; neither are there 
any ſuch directions for the manner of con- 
ducting ſinging in particular. For the ſake 
of ſome readers, it may be mu here to 
ſtate a few facts, the evidence of which re- 
ſults from what has been ſaid in the forego- 
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It is 4 fa#, that public worſhip is a di- 
vine appointment, and has had the ſanction 


I have ventured to give my thoughts more N | 
on theſe, and kindred ſubjects, in Confiſtent Chriſ- 
tian, p. 121.142 Diff, on Singing, p. 46, &c. 
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of it, in 
examples, 1 edify, and ſo on,; 


60 


of divine approbation, under both the Old 
and New Teſtament diſpenſations. 

It is a fact, that prayer, thankſgiving, and 
ſinging the praiſes of God, are all expreſsly 


appointed of God, and approved by him; 


and ſo far as we can learn, they have been 
ſo in all ages of the world. 
It is a fact, that none of theſe ſeveral parts 


of divine worſhip are exprefſsly commanded. 
to be ſtatedly performed in public worſhip. 


It is a fact, that Mr. B. himſelf cannot 
pretend to vindicate his manner of conduCt- 


Ing public worthip by any expreſs command 


of 1 ſcripture. . 
It is a fat,, that fo far as we are able to 


learn, all theſe parts of worſhip, before men- 


tioned, that is, prayer, thankſgiving, and 
ſinging, have been performed in public wor- 


ip in all ages, and this with divine appro- 


bation. 
It is a fact, that with reſpect to expreſs com- 
mand, ſinging in public worſhip- is founded 


on the ſame authority, and accompanied _ 


with the ſame evidence, with which any 
other part of worſhip is accompanied, when 


performed in public. 


Now as all profeſſed Chriſtians, thoſe who: 
are under the controul of human authority 
exce pted, do conſider it their duty to con- 
duct oe OR worſhip,. as to the manner 

its branches, by general rules, 


ought 
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ought not ſinging to be thus conducted, as 
well as every other branch of worſhip ? Mr, 
B. allows, that ſinging is not © a ſcripture- 
leſs practice :” certainly then, it ought to 
be ſome way verformed, That ſinging is 
as ſtrictly enjoined as forbearance, charity, or 
any other duty, has, I think, been fully pro- 
ved; and I ſhould apprehend that it cannot 
be diſputed by. any who believes the New 
Teſtament. I Nor can I find any intimation 
that it is not to be continued to the end of 
time; but ſtrong proof of the contrary. 
This we have ſeen already. We are there- 
fore under indiſpenſable obligation to prae- 
tiſe it; and to enquire how it may be done 
in the moſt proper and profitable manner. 
It is evident, this can only be determined, 
as we determine the manner of conducting 
every other part of divine worſhip. 

Let us take a view of the analogy in a few 
inſtances. , Are we expreſsly commanded to 
ſing in ſtated public worſhip? Not that I 
know of, unleſs Pſal. cxlix. 1. or c. 1, 2. 
can be proved to contain ſuch a command; 
on which I do not here inſiſt, Are we ex- 
preſsly commanded to pray, preach, or give 
thanks in public worſhip? not that I re- 
member. Have we examples of public 

prayer, preaching, giving thanks, and ſing- 


t Epheſ. v. 15. 23. Col. iii. 13. 18. Jam. uy 9 


ing 
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ing the praiſes of God, among the Jews? 
Ves, all of them. Have we any examples 


in the New Teſtament, of public ſinging in 
the primitive Chriſtian church? I think not” 
any, beſides 1 Cor. xiv. though a conſide- 
rable argument might be formed on Acts iv. 
24. But we need not reſt any thing on pro- 
babilities here. Have we any other, or 
clearer examples of public prayer, preach- 
ing, or thankſgiving, in the primitive Chriſ- 
tian church? do not remember any. Are 
the ends to be anſwered by ſinging, and the 
motives to enforce it, moral, and of perpe- 
tual obligation? Ves; we have proved this 
before. And may we wn the ſame of pray- 
er, preaching, and thankſgiving ? Yes, the- 
very ſame. Have we any particular direc- 
tions, how to conduct, or perform prayer, 
preaching, or thankſgiving, in public wor- 
ſhip? No; not any more than for the manner 
of performing the practice of ſinging, Have 
we general rules, which apply equally to all 
theſe parts of worſhip? Yes; we have cited 
four of them. Prov. vi. Have we occaſional 
directions with reſpect to the matter of 
_ preaching, prayer, and thankſgiving? Yes, 
many, both in the Old and New Teſtament ; 
and ſo we have reſpecting the matter of what 
ſhould be ſung, in both Teſtaments, cited 
before. Have we examples of forms of ad- 
dreſs proper for preaching, prayer, and 
thankſgiving? Yes, many, and fo we have 
Jn 3 | with 
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with reſpect to ſinging. See Prop. II. IVI 
As it has pleaſed God to enjoin prayer to 
aim, fear of him, and other duties on men, 
| ſometimes in general and indefinite lan? 
guage, and at other times more particularly 
on his people; ſo he has likewiſe enjoined 
the practice of ſinging, in the ſame indefi- ' 
nite language, Prop. II. It is evident there. 
fore, that ſinging the praiſes of God ſtands 
on the ſame ground with other religious 
Wore. 5 ; PESTS 
As it has pleaſed our Creator to make us 
rational beings, we certainly ought to uſe 
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* Here may be a proper place to drop a hint re. 
fpeQting Hebrew poetry, about which Mr. B. ſeems to 
cruple (p. 49.) if it had been diſputed two hundred. 
and fifty years ago, whether the pſalms were written 
in Hebrew verſe,”” or no, it would have been leſs won- 
derful. But that any man of underſtanding and read 
Ing ſhould call it in queſtion at this day, would hard- 
ly have been expected. That the book of pſalms, 
with ſome other writings of the Old Teſtament, were 
originally written in metre, is univerſally allowed by _ 
the Jews, and does alſo appear from the different ac- 
centuation of them from that of other books.” Dr. 
Gill's Sermon on 1 Cor. xiv. 15. p. 47. ad. edit. 
% Have they forgot, or were they never told, that 
many parts of the Old Teſtament are Hebrew verſe “? 
and the figures are ſtronger, and the metaphors bold- _ 
er, and the images more ſurprizing and ſtrange, than 
ever I read in any profane author.” Watts's Lyric 
Poems, pref, p. 8. 7th edit. The preſent biſhop of 
London has placed this ſubject in a very clear and 
ſtrong light, in his fine prælections upon it; and inn 
his Preliminary Diſſertation, prefixed to his new tra- 
Mation of the prophet Iſaiah, TEES 


r . Le A 
2 — — — - N 
rr 8 —— = EIS — — 

2 * > — _ — 7 — 

>.” : * — — - 
„ ah Apr. nn # ie to,er is n >». 4 — 

2 — * — 2 82 1 4 

— hs - 1 . FL 
ma p 2 n 2 4 Pt 


ws of 
— — 
5 CO 
"= — _— 


p } 
Ss 05 K, 
4 | - v;F 
9 . * * . 
0 2 1 * 
. - 
e U 


k a 
0 oF * 
* * V 1 45 * 9 


» " , 4 
i We 1 1 3 . 
KIN; & * 5 * 
N EY . 


* 1 3 LS - «<< a „ . 

n 0 =. = : : 4 
. - . Py 2 x *; 
. 2 

- ; - . g 13 

. - $.< ; a 6 p - * * 

F I * "<2 3s Sp 1 . 4 Td Es + x i 

* > % I * — l 7 1 1 
** » 4 pr. e e 
* 0 . — 

. = "” 8 i 


our reaſon in performing what he has com- 


advantage whatever: nay, that by perform- 
ing it with joint voices, the ends deſigned 


4.6.) 


manded ; not in oppoſition to his word, but 
in ſubjection to it. Now reaſon tells us 
ſinging is a ſocial exerciſe; and (allowing 
it to be right) may be performed jointly, ' //-$ 
without any confuſion, irregularity, or diſ= | 


by it may be anſwered, better than When 
performed ſeparately, by individuals. T his, 
all impartial men will acknowledge; and 
both ſcripture, and the experience and prac- 
tice of all mankind, avouch the truth of it: 
this, therefore, is one circumſtance ſtrongly 
in favour of ſinging with joint voices. But 


it cannot be ſaid of any other part of divine 


worſhip. It cannot be denied that all are 
under obligation to praiſe God; and where 
is the impropriety, or moral turpitude of 
doing it with a modulated voice? But ? 
add, both reaſon and ſcripture ſhew, that alk * 
mankind ought to employ every .capaclty® . © 


in the ſervice of God; and therefore, the 


voice, as well as other capacities. It is 
certain that Women, and children, who are 
come to underſtanding, are able to uſe their 
voices in ſhewing forth the praiſes of God, 
as well as others. They therefore ought to. 
do it, unleſs the ſcripture forbid them, or 
contain that which implies a prohibition of 
them, What right have we, without ſcrip-- 
ture warrant, to forbid them, or * 
* 1 2 e them 
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them from it? If ſpiritual ſongs be com- 
, poſed on other ſubjects, beſides immediate 


8, of * \ 1 1 


I'S a 
* 


— 


(6 © 


addreſſes of praiſe to God, of which kind 
we find many in ſcripture ; women, and un- 
converted people, can think on theſe ſub- 
jects, and be profited by them; and con. 
ſtant experience ſhews that poetry and ſing- 
ing are uſefu] to the contemplative powers 
of man. Is it then reaſonable that they 
ſhould be deprived of this advantage which 
the God of nature hath given them? We 
have certain evidence, in fact, that this exer- 
ciſe hath been uſeful in many inſtances, to 


women and children; even unconverted, as 


well as converted. Reaſon and. experience 
therefore ſtrongly plead that they ſhould be 

allowed and encouraged to practiſe it. It 
is granted that all this would not be abſo- 
lutely deciſive, ſuppoſing they had no en- 
couragement from ſcripture to attend to 


this ſacred exerciſe. I therefore add, that 


we have clear evidence, that women and 
unconverted people have joined in this ſer- 
vice, and we cannot find that their doing 
ſo was at all diſpleaſing to God; but goo 

reaſon to believe the contrary.“ We have 
likewiſe proved before, that this practice is 
enjoined on all the earth, without excep- 
tion. Is it right then for us to oppoſe it, 


© See Exod, xv, Numb, xxi. Judg. v. 1 Chron, 
AX. : 


againſt oe 


. 
againſt reaſon, experience, ſeripture pre- 
cept, and ſcripture example? 

In my former Diſſertation, ſome of theſe 
things were mentioned, which 1 have here 
_ endeavoured to amplify. Ought not Mr. 
B. to have fairly examined what is there 
| ſaid on the ſubject? With reſpe& to the 
ſpirituality of worſhip, and the unaccept- 
ableneſs of it, when performed by uncon- 
verted people, no objection can be offered 
on this head, that I am able to conceive, 
but what equally militates againſt their 
reading, praying, hearing, and every other 
duty they perform, Nay, I think, whoever 
can prove from theſe topics, that they ought 
not to ſing the praiſes of God, will be able 
to prove from the ſame topics, and with 
equal evidence, that they ought to attend 
to nothing, either in ſacred or civil life; 
but that they all ought to lie down — 
die. Becauſe, till they believe in Jeſus, 
e be renewed in the ſpirit of their mind,“ 

and act from the obedient ſpirit which the 
goſpel inſpires and produces, whatever they 
do, it cannot be pleaſing to God. But this 
can be no argument againſt their perform- 
ing religious duties of moral obligation; 
for then it would be no ſin to neglect them; 
and if ſo, it would follow, by an eaſy and 
obvious method of reaſoning, that uncon- 
verted perſons are not ſinners. I think, if 
Mr. B. chooſe to try his ſtrength on what 


8 9 is ſaid under the ſecond and fourth propo-- 
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fitions, he will find it ſufficiently evident, 
that ſinging the praiſes of God is a duty en- 
forced on perſons of all characters; and ! 
conſequently, no valid argument can be 
formed againſt unconverted people _—_ : 
found in the practice of it. I ſuggeſted. 
this hint in the former Diſſertation; and he 
has taken ſome notice of it; but in ſuch a 
manner, as I heartily wiſh, for his own ſake, 
could be buried in oblivion. Dull. p. 31. 
Reply, p. 45. . „ SO 
As to the place where perſons ought to 
fing: we have ſeen that ſinging is a ſocial 
exerciſe, and has in all ages been ſo con- 
| fidered, and fo performed. The examples 


of it in ſcripture are very numerous; ank 


theſe both in the Old and New Teſtament. 
Now how can people perform it as a ſocial. 
exerciſe, unlefs when they aſſemble for di- 
vine worſhip, and perform other acts of ſo- 
cial religion, which are enforced by the 
ſame conſiderations, and deſigned for ſimi- 
lar purpofes ; ſuch as prayer, thankſgiving, 
reading, expounding, preaching, and hear- 
ing the word, for mutual inſtruction and 
edification? Reaſon itſelf, therefore, de- 
monſtrates the propriety of public finging, 
as well, and on the ſame ground, as other 
public religious duties. And that we have 
abundant examples of public congregational 
ſinging is undeniable. It is true, theſe are 
6: chiefly 
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have abundant. authority for the perform- 
ance of it. 


% 


chiefly in the Old Teſtament, For in the 

New, we have no account, that I know of, 
(unleſs it can be gathered from 1 Cor. xiv.) 
of the manner in which the Chriſtians con» 
ducted their public worſhip, : though we 


The moſt circumſtantial account which 


we have in the New Teſtament of the 
manner of conducting ſocial worſhip, is, 1 
think, that of our Saviour and his diſciples, 


after the inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper. 
We are there diſtinctly informed that our 


Saviour delivered a moſt inſtructive and 
_ animating diſcourſe, contained in the four- 
teenth, fifteenth, and ſixteenth chapters of 


\ 


) 


John's goſpelz and in Luke xxii. 35-38. 
He then offered up a moſt affeftionate 


prayer; (John xvii.) and he and his diſs 


ciples at the ſame time ſung a hymn. In 


this account, the three parts of worſhip are 
particularly mentioned; the preaching or 


inſtruction, and the prayer, expreſsly aſs 


cribed to our Saviour alone; and the ſing- 
ing to him and his diſciples.* Perfectly 


1 to the practice of all ages, in 
which ſinging, ſo far as we can learn, has 
always been, in ordinary caſes, accounted a 
ſocial exerciſe, and performed as ſuch, when 
performed in public worthip. hs Fakes 
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5 . 
1 may add, we have not only clear ſcrip. : 

ture examples of public congregational Ml \ 
ſinging, but alſo, ſcripture precept or ex- ! 

# hortation. Serve the Lord with gladneſy, 
come before his preſence, into his public | 


worſhip, with /nging.” Sing unto the Lord 
a new ſong, and his praiſe in the congrega- 
tion of ſaints.” T I am utterly at a loſs to 
underſtand the meaning of theſe paſſages, | 
2 unleſs they are ſo to be underſtood. I think 
it will appear to any candid mind, that 
though Epheſ. v. 19. Col. iii. 16. are not 
neceſſarily referred to public worſhip; yet 
the directions there given may be as pro- 
| perly applied to it, and as advantageouſly 
obſerved in it, as any other way whatever, | 
To which I only add, that in al the pub» 
| lic worſhip mentioned in the Bible, ſinging 
appears to have made a principal part. 
Again, As to the matter of ſacred ſong: 
We have ſeen already that ſinging is a 
ſocial exerciſe, and has ever been practiſed 
with joint voices, Now nous ſongs 
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III is well known that different harmonizers give 
the ſinging of the hymn different ſituations, with re- 
ard to time and place, in the ſervice of that even · 
ing. But this is a queſtion foreign to the preſent de- 
bate. The circumſtances pertinent to our preſent 
. are, that our Saviour gave the inſtructions 
and prayed; but they (i. e. he and his diſciples) ſung 
the hymn. Nor can any thing be well made more 
fully evident by words than that ſinging was here 
performed as a ſocial exerciſe, With joint voices. 


are 
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are properly adapted to ſuch an exerciſe ag 
this, and neceſſary to the performance of it. 
We cannot conceive how it is morally poſ- 
ſible that any number of perſons ſhould be 
able to compoſe and ſing the ſame ſpiritual 
ſongs extempore. An attempt of this kind 
would be attended with intire confuſion, 
Mr. B. ſeems to take it for granted, that in 
the church at Corinth ny one perſon ſung 
at once, that he compoſed and ſung ex- 
tempore; and that no other kind of ſinging 
was practiſed in that age. But I do not 
think any man can prove this. The other 
paſſages where ſinging is mentioned in the 
New Teſtament appear to be all of them 
clearly oppoſite to this hypotheſis, Nor 
does it appear to me, that 1 Cor, xiv, fur- 
niſhes any evidence that this was the prac- 


tice of that church, even in the particular 


caſe to which the apoſtle there refers, But 
admitting that this was practiſed on ſome 
occaſions, for ſome extraordinary purpoſes, 
which 1 do not wiſh to deny, ſuch a prac- 
tice could never be extended to all ſuc- 
ceeding ages, Theſe extraordinary gifts 


and uncommon performances were, at leaſt 


in a great meaſure, peculiar eo that age. 
Much leſs can this be improved into an 
argument for the diſcontinuance of ſing- 


ing in public worſhip; becauſe that would 


militate againſt all the parts of' divine 
worſhip, ſince they were all often perform- 


ed 


1 
Wl 48 
1, 118 


ed by extraordinary — in the apoſtolic 
Ee Woes n 


ſenſations, or to ariſe from the ecireum. 


ed: but to recite, or ruminate on, the 
works, or will of God, in an agreeable and 


New Teſtament. This I endeavoured to de- 


| &c.) Mr. B. ought to have diſproved it, 


poſed prayers or ſermons to be uſed in divine 
were inſpired is no argument in the preſent 
apoſtles were inſpired; but they were not 


David, Aſaph, and others were. (Diff, p. 41.) 
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age. This we have ſeen before. 5 
That prayer is performed extempore, can 
be no proof that ſinging ought to be ſo 
performed. Becauſe prayer ariſes from the 
preſent ſtate of the mind, and the preſent 
circumſtances of ourſelves or others. But 
ſinging is, in this reſpe&, very different, 
and is not deſigned to expreſs our preſent 


ſtances, with which we or others are attend } 


harmonious manner for the ſolace, inſtruc» 
tion, or admonition of others or ourſelves, 
This is manifeſt from the book of Pſalms, 
as well as from ſeveral parts of the Old and 


monſtrate in the former Diſſertation. (p. 41, 


if he had been able; or, if not, to have 
admitted the truth of it. „ 
It is alſo a certain fact, that we have 
ſcripture examples of precompoſed pſalms 
and ſpiritual ſongs; but not of precom- 


worſhip. To fay theſe precompoſed ſongs 


caſe. The diſcourſes of the prophets and 


recompoſed for others, as the pſalms of 


The 


The reaſon is obvious. Precompoſed 
ſongs were neceſſary, from the very nature 
of that part of divine worſhip z but pre- 
compoſed ſermons and prayers were not ſo, 
but Nd and would rather defeat than 

romote the deſigns of preaching and pray- 
ing. I beg leave to add, that it is likewiſe 
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an incontrovertible fact, though Mr. B. 


poſitively denies it, that we have in ſerip- 
ture a book of pſalms, written for us by 
inſpiration of God ; but not a book of ſermons 
and prayers. A plain intimation this, in 
favour of precompoſed pſalms and hymns. 
(See Diſſ. p. 44. Reply, p. 51.) 
As to the objection made againſt human 
compoſitions, it is evident that we ought to 
uſe other words than thoſe of ſcripture in 
prayer, thankſgiving, and preaching; and 
if ſo, why not alſo in ſinging t There is the 
ſame neceſſity for it, and the ſame good 
ends may be anſwered by it in the one caſe, 
as in the others. Mr. B. will perhaps an- 
ſwer again, that this“ why not is not worth 
his notice.” But I am well ſatisfied it is ſo 


much to the purpoſe in hand, that he will 


never be able to give a fair 2 to it. 
We certainly ought to make the 


eſt uſe 
we can of the word of God in our ſermons 
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and prayers; and ſo we ought in ſinging. _ 


Yet our preaching and prayers are human 
compoſitions, as well as our ſongs. There 


may be defects in our ſongs, as well as in 


Dur 


„„ 
our ſermons and prayers. But that can be 
no proof that we ought to ſing ſcripture 
language only, any more than that we ought 
to uſe no other language in prayer and 
preaching. If the reader pleaſe he may ſee 
other obſervations on this ſubject in the 
former Diſſertation, (p. 41—46.) To have 
| conſidered theſe were certainly the part of a 
candid, friendly, fair diſputant. How far 
Mr. B. has attempted it may be ſeen. ho” 
his Reply, (p. 49—52.) -— 1 
Prop. VIII. It is very RR and rea- 
ſonable to conclude, that inſtrumental muſic” 
in divine worſhip is not of perpetual obli- 
gation, nor ought to be encouraged under 
the goſpel ; becauſe it is not recommended 
in the manner in which other parts of divine 
worſhip are, nor attended with the evidence 
with which they are attended, Nor can 
it be vindicated by the arguments which 
may fairly be urged in favour of ſinging the 
praiſes of God. The difference is very con- 
ſiderable in ſeveral reſpects. bo 
It is not once enjoined or recommended, | 
or even mentioned in the New Teſtament ; 
yet ſinging is enjoined there ſeveral times. 
We have ſeveral examples of ſinging, and 
even of ſocial ſinging, in the NewTeſtament; _ 
yet not one of inſtrumental muſic. The 
Pfalmiſt ſpeaks of ſinging as better, and 
more pleaſing to God than ſacrifices, But 55 


* Pſal, Lxix. 30, 31. 
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| do not remember a hint of this kind re- 
ſpecting inſtrumental muſic. Inſtrumental 


muſic is not recommended for the moral 


purpoſes of teaching and admonition, nor ca- 
pable of ſubſerving theſe purpoſes, as ſing- 
ing the praiſes of God is. Nor is it enjoined. 
in the ſame indefinite and general language 
in which ſinging is enjoined. We cannot 
learn that inſtrumental muſic in the worſhip 
of God was ever recommended to all men, 
or practiſed by them; whereas we have ſeen 


above, that ſinging the praiſes of God is ex- 


reſsly recommended to believers in general, 
to all Iſrael, to all the earth. It is therefore 
natural to conſider it as peculiar to the for- 


mer ſhewy diſpenſation, and deſigned to 


ceaſe when that diſpenſation ended. If any 
man could produce the ſame arguments in 
favour of inſtrumental muſic, which are pro- 
duced in favour of ſinging, I, for my part, 
ſhould think it my. duty to plead for it. On 
the other hand, if that could. be ſaid againſt 
ſinging, which can fairly be ſaid againſt in- 
ſtrumental muſic, I would decline all at- 
tempts to vindicate it. At preſent, 1am 
fully perſuaded that ſinging the praiſes of 
God is a part of moral worſhip, and an or- 
dinance of Jeſus Chriſt, to be perpetuated 

to the end of time; and that nothing can 
fairly be pleaded in favour of inſtrumental 

muſic, as a part of Chriſtian worſhip, more 
than in favour of circumciſion, or any * 
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ſtles. Even prejudice itſelf can hardly 


in his late Reply ; 


the Chriſtian world, in all nations, and in 
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Old Teſtainend rite. To MOT I a tha 


liberty of adding, it is of conſiderable | 
weight with me, that ſinging the praiſes of 


God was practiſed in the firſt ages of the 


Chriſtian church, after the time of the apo. 


diſpute the truth of this. Whereas maß 


inſtruments were not introduced into Chrik: | 
tian worſhip till the very darkeſt ages of | 
This the Papiſts themſelves are 


popery. 
conſtrained to admit.“ 
Nr. B. frequently introduces this ſobjes 


reader will judge, He roundly and repeats 


edly charges me with partiality and diſobe: | 
dience; becauſe I have ventured to plead 
for ſinging the praifes of God; yet give 
my voice againſt inſtrumental muſic in di: 


vine worſhip. That theſe heavy charges 


ſhould fall upon me, is, to be ſure, a mere 


trifle; and fo I hope to be enabled always 
to conſider it, But when it is remembered, 
that they equally affect ſo great a part of 


all ages; and ſuch multitudes of the great- 


eſt, wiſeſt, and beſt of men, of all diſtince | 
tions—I teave the reader to judge of that 


man's modeſt by whom they are exhibited. 


Did not our aviour and his apoſtles prace 


„ See Peirce s Vindication: of Difſenters, Part It 
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tile and recommend finging?. Did-tleyinfs 


or encourage ĩaſtrumental muſic ? Does not 
this partiality and diſobedience, therefore, 
e Arr Dora BILF | 


originate with them? 


« Why will you venture,” ſays Mr. B. 


(p. 10.) © to put aſunder thoſe things 
which are fo cloſely joined together?” (ie; 
ſinging and inſtrumental muſic?) It is ſuf- 


ficient to anſwer, why. did not our Lord 


and his apoſtles join theſe together? why 


did they put them afunder ? Was not this 


a plain intimation that they were deſigned 


to be put aſunder at the commencement of 
Chriſtianity ? Does he not know that in- 
ſtrumental muſic is eſſentially diſtin& from 
vocal? Are they not continually diftinguiſh- 


ed in ſcripture, and even in-his Reply . 


Did not the Jews. burn incenſe at the time 
of prayer? Why does not Mr. B. join in- 
cenſe and prayer now? I know he hath a 


ſufficient anſwer ready; and the ſame anſwer 


will ſerve in the caſe of inſtrumental and 
vocal muſic. Can he vindicate inſtrumental 


muſic by the ſame arguments which are 
uſed in favour. of ſinging in divine wor- 
ſhip? If he can, he certainly ought ; ix 
not, there is a good 


£ 


_ 


: If inſtrumental e- were eſſential to 
nging, Mr. B's flouriſn in his poſtſcript 
would have been to his purpoſe,” But as 
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reaſon for adopting the 
one, and laying aſide the o tber. 
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they are eſſentially diſtin, and al | 
diſtinguiſhed, the caſe is entirely different 
from that ſuppoſed in my argument. Never. 
theleſs, I here, with pleaſure, embrace an 
opportunity, for which I have wiſhed al. 
molt ever ſince my Diſſertation was pub. | 
liſhed, of acknowledging that the word | 
prohibition, in the paſſage which he cites, max 
perhaps be too ſtrong, Poſſibly iniimation, 
or ſome ſuch word as that may be pre- 
ferable: and I wiſh the paſſage to be un- 
derſtood as here ede (Diff, p 27, 28. 


a p. 63, 64.) 


think it right, however, to call the 

reader's attention to Mr. B's manner of 
quoting the words of his antagoniſt. He 
omits a clauſe in my argument, on which 
the force of it chiefly reſt My words are, 
«© on the ſame foundation it may be incon- 
teſtibly argued in favour of promiſcuous 
ſinging. This was practiſed in the worſhip 
of the Old Teſtament. Singing is ſtill en- 
joined, &c. Mr. B's quotation is, “ on 
the ſame foundation it may be inconteſtibly | 
* argued in favour of ſinging. —Singing is 
ſtill.enjoined, &c. Mr. B. leaves out the 
* clauſe in my argument, this (pro- 

iſcuous ſinging) was practiſed in the wor- 
ſhip of the Old Teſtament.“ By this mean 
the force of my argument is loſt in his 
quotation of it. He has taken ſimilar me- 
thods on other occaſions; but I take no 

: on, pleaſure 
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pleaſure in collecting the inſtances of this 
kind, nor in expoſing any man for ſuch con- 
duct. The cauſe of truth appeared to me 
to require this hint, that the un wary reader 
may not be impoſed on with falſe glare. 
Iwiſh not to aſcribe any thing to wrong 
deſign in Mr. B. That is neither my pro- 
vince, nor my inclination. May the pre- 
ſence of God be with him continually, an 
with every other man who is a friend of 
truth, and a ſervant of Chriſt! I have given 
my advice more largely with reſpect to 
manner of ſinging in divine worſhip in the 
former Diſſertation. As mere advice, I ſtill 
ſubmit it, with deference, to every miniſter, 
and to every: church of Chriſt. May the 
| bleſſing of God accompany this, and the 
former Diſſertation, for the glory of his 
own great and adorable name! Amen, 
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Thoughts on the preſent Mode and Practice of _ 


tracte 


of Five Sermons. 18. 


(eng Publ 22 5 'the « ſane Aue, 


I. A Diſſertation on Sinzig in the Wark of 
God; interſperſed with occaſional Strictures on the 
Rev. Mr. Nor ods: late Tract, entitled, Serious 


ing in the public Worſhip of God.“ 6d. 


II. The Neceflity of fexrching the Scriptures} n 
Directions. A Sermon. 2d 


III. The Faithful * Wiſe 3 A Ser ea. 5 


Waren to young Miniſters at an Aſſociation. od. 


IV. The Mourning Parent comforted. The 2 
fic of two Sermons, occaſioned by the Death of 
two of the Author's Children. 4d. 


v. The Scriptural fan. wo of e 


tion ; in two Parts. 


umentals of F Faith and Proc, 
The Subſtance of Fifty Ser. „ 


VII. The Duty of Goſpel Miniſters explained . 
enforced at an Ordination; with a Difcourſe to the 
r by _ Rev. Mr. Tnourson 5 —— — 1 And 
an Appendix, reſpecting Church Fellowſhip; ex- 
4 and tranſlated from Dr. Amzs. 1s 


VIII. An Humble Eſſay on Chriſtian Baptiſm; in 


which the Meaning of the Original Word, the Cuſtoms 
of the Jews, and the Sentiments of the Ancient Fa- 


thers reſpecting that Ordinance, are impartially con- 
ſidered. The 3 Edition. With two Letters to 


the Rev. Dr. ADDINGTON, on the Subjects and Mode 
of Baptiſm. Is. 


N. B. The Letters to Dr. AppinoroN, may be 
had ſeparate. 3d. | 


IX. The Conſiſtent Chriſtian 
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k. Our Saviour's ems nd and „ 
| proved. | A Sermon on Matt. xxvili. ot 20. 4% 


* Scaunatpa? s eth, reſpeding the Extent * 


our bleſſed Saviour's Death, Repropoſed, 48. 25 5 5 2 


XII. SCRUTATOR to Responsor; or, an ler. of 
duction to a farther Proof, (if need be) that ; 
Chriſt laid down his Life for the Sins of all M 


In two Letters to ResPonsoR, with a ſhort 5 os 
Consznesttas, The Second Edition. N 1 
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XII. Serip ture Directions and Encouragement for 
Feeble Chrifiiang, Third Edition. 2d. 


XIV. Rules and Obſervations for the Enjoyment 5 0 
Health. Extracted from Dr. CuzTxB. 2d- | 


XV. Candidus en with- S On. Bree 
Communion, * 2d. . 


XVI. A Practical We of CY. Divinity and a 


Atonement of Jeſus, attempted 1 in- Verſe. 12. 


XVII. A Catechiſm ; or Inſtructions for Children 1 


and Youth. Third Edition. 3d. 


XVIII. Entertainment and Profit united "af 
Verſes on the chief Subjects of rg N ; for 4 


Children and Youth, Third Edition 1d. 


XIX. Obſervations on the Rev. Mr. pur "= 3 
late Pam 9 entitled, The Goſpel of Chriſt „ 
"on Acceptation.” In Nine Letters to 85 5 


worthy 
Friend. gd. 


XX. The Stroke of Death, prafiically we $148 
A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Sons Birr, late 
Wife of the Rev. Mr. BirLEY, of St. Ives, Hun 


tingdonſhire. To which is prefixed the Speech deliver - 


ed at her Interment, by che ne ms SOT ROPES of mw 4 


Cambadge, gd. 


XxI. An Eſſay on OY right Uſe af Earth! „ Treaſure, 


1 * R < 
1 x f * 
4 8 j AY, : , 8 
18 5 1 F< - x as } 8 . 
* ; 2 6 < „ $ . 2b © a * 
a 22 1 + . kts : F 
: * © HK. 27 - 3 - . — 
* 1 bu x - * S 3 * 12 - r 
* F * K 4 ; 8 =” ail AF * * 
: 2 3 * MER | 2 5 "4 " F =, . F 
* - , 4 1 N VO : "I ” ” *** 9328 A 
- 0 hn WG , 82 * > — 2 5 N 1 £ F ke i + * FO | 
* 5 a+ * o 4 
\ ; *; , e : 1 # 3 1 7 6 * 44% 4 
t l * [ * « : N k 1 2 a & L JE: : 12 b 2 0; * F p we FF ae 4 
© "3, $0 * 3 3 2 Fr 0 A PE * 8 r 0 , \ 1 ; 
. 


in Three Letters to a Friend. Second Edition 2d. 
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and; ee, x together 10 1 
eflion of Faith, delivered. at the DO < 
ev. Mr. Grone BirLEY, on "Wedneſday 

| Otober: 18, 1786, at St. Ives, Huntin gdonſhire 
The Charge, by D. TarLozz of London; the — 
by R. Ropninson, of Cambridge. - . 4. I 
XXIII. A Charge and Sermon,” delivered at Mi oz 4 
dination: of the Rev. Mr. Joan Dzacon, on Wed"! - 
neſday, April 26, 1786, at Leiceſter ; together Wich 1 
the Titrodador ry Diſcourſe, the Queſtions propoſed: o 
the Church and the Miniſter, the Anſwers returned, 
and Mr. Dzacon's Prefeſſion of Faith. The Intro. 1 
ductory Diſcourſe, -and Charge, by P. Tar ron, of 
N wh the Sermon, .by W. THOMPSON, of Bolton. 
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